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By Virginia Corvid, 2010 recipient of the Louisa Bowen Memorial Scholarship for Graduate Students in Archival Administration

In her book, Why History Matters, Gerda Lerner explores
the role historical narrative plays in the maintenance of
societal power structures. She suggests that revision of
historical narratives to include perspectives of traditionally
excluded and disempowered groups not only can empower
individuals but also help heal societies from the traumas of
historical oppression. My own experiences of inspiration
and self-reflection gained during historical research of
marginalized groups have confirmed to me the insight of
Lerner’s analysis. Discovering women’s history generated a
shift in my worldview from one of alienation and despair
to one of connectivity, hope, and personal awareness.

I chose to pursue an archival career because archivists
play a key role in this process of historical recovery: they
preserve and provide access to records which form the basis
of historical narratives. Archivists, therefore, can facilitate
the collection and use of records

feminism, girls,
working-class women,
women of color, queer
women, and women
immigrants. I see these
intersecting collection
development areas as
most in need of further
documentation, and I
intend to approach
them with strategies
of outreach and
collaboration that
incorporate digital technologies.

Receiving the 2010 Louisa Bowen Memorial Scholarship
for Graduate Students in Archival Administration
has supported my pursuit of these

which present diverse historical views,
ultimately empowering individuals
and communities through access
to and acknowledgment of their
past. My professional goal is to
engage archival practice in this
transformative way in order to preserve
and promote access to women’s and
feminist history. In developing this
professional path, I take inspiration
from user groups as well as archivists.
Historians such as Gerda Lerner who
expanded historiographical practice,
archivists such as Margaret Grierson

| want to design programs
to promote access to and
awareness of women’s
history archival materials
as well as implement
projects to document the
third-wave of American
feminism, girls, working-
class women, women of
color, queer women, and
women immigrants.

professional goals in multiple ways. It
has helped fund my attendance at the
2010 MAC and the SAA conferences
where I made valuable connections
with other professionals and presented
a poster on documenting feminist
space. Additionally, the award helped
me strike a balance between paid work
in the Wisconsin Historical Society’s
digital labs and independent projects
such as developing an on-line guide to
archival women’s history research for
the University of Wisconsin’s Office of
Women’s Studies Librarianship.

who developed collections, and the
many cultural workers such as Toni
Morrison who utilize historical perspectives to promote
greater understanding and equality all offer me guidance.

I want to design programs to promote access to and
awareness of women’s history archival materials as well as
implement projects to document the third-wave of American

More important than the economic
support, however, I have found the professional support
and affirmation of my approach to archival practice that
the award represented invaluable. Focus on professional
collaboration, community engagement, and digital
technologies will continue to structure my approach to
women’s history archival work.
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