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Association for Recorded Sound Collections 
(ARSC)
The ARSC Technical Committee has released “A Study 
of Embedded Metadata Support in Audio Recording 
Software: Summary of Findings and Conclusions.” The 
report addresses two primary questions: how well embed-
ded metadata persists and maintains its integrity, and 
how well the metadata is handled during the process of 
creating a derivative file. See http://www.arsc-audio.org/
technical-committee.html.

Building a National Archival Authorities 
Infrastructure
The University of Virginia Institute for Advanced Technol-
ogy in the Humanities (IATH) and the Simmons College 
Graduate School of Library and Information Science are 
pleased to announce that they have received the Institute 
for Museum and Library Services Award for “Building 
a National Archival Authorities Infrastructure.” Daniel 
Pitti (IATH) is director and Katherine Wisser (Simmons 
College) is co-director of this two-year initiative. The 
Award aims to promulgate community adoption and use 
of Encoded Archival Context–Corporate Bodies, Persons, 
and Families (EAC–CPF) by increasing awareness of 
EAC-CPF’s benefits and developing the professional skills 
necessary to employ it. The Award also endeavors to lay the 
groundwork for establishing a National Archival Authori-
ties Cooperative to enable the professional community 
to build collaboratively a historical resource to provide 
integrated access to and context for understanding the 
American record.

Heritage Preservation
The Connecting to Collections on-line community is an 
interactive resource to help smaller museums, libraries, 
archives, and historical societies locate reliable preservation 
resources and engage with each other and top profes-
sionals in the field. In addition to discussion forums and 
featured resources, the site regularly features opportuni-
ties to interact with experts through Webinars. Heritage 
Preservation moderates the site in cooperation with the 
American Association for State and Local History and 
with funding from the Institute for Museum and Library 
Services: http://www.connectingtocollections.org.

Mid-Atlantic Regional Archives Conference 
(MARAC)
The MARAC spring meeting, “Faith and Frolic on the 
Jersey Cape,” will take place on April 12–14 in Cape May, 
New Jersey: http://www.marac.info.

New England Archivists
The spring meeting will be held on March 23–24 at Wes-
leyan University in Middletown, Connecticut. The theme, 
“DIY Archives,” will focus on the practical application of 
archival techniques. Sessions will emphasize professional 
sharing of simple and easy ways to provide better access 
and establish sustained preservation techniques without 
a huge budget: http://www.newenglandarchivists.org/
meetings/meetings.html.

Northeast Document Conservation Center 
Upcoming topics in the Collections Care Webinar Series 
include security, dealing with mold outbreaks, the care 
and handling of paper-based materials and oversize 
artifacts, risk assessment and disaster planning, and the 
care and handling of multimedia collections. See http://
www.nedcc.org/education/training.calendar.php for more 
information.

Northwest Archivists
A joint meeting with the Oregon Heritage Conference 
will take place on April 26–28 in Salem, Oregon. The 
conference theme is “Fertile Ground: Planting the Seeds 
for Restoration, Innovation and Collaboration.” Using the 
rich farmlands and streams of the Willamette Valley as a 
backdrop, the conference will highlight multidisciplinary 
approaches that are strengthening and expanding the 
capacity of archives and heritage in the Northwest: http://
northwestarchivistsinc.wildapricot.org/.

Society of California Archivists
The annual general meeting will be held April 26–28 
at the Crowne Plaza Ventura Beach Hotel in Ventura, 
California. See http://www.calarchivists.org for more 
information.

Society of North Carolina Archivists
The Society’s annual meeting will be held on March 
28–30 at the University of North Carolina at Greens-
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boro. This year’s theme is a play on words, “the ‘state’ of 
archives,” and sessions will look at current issues in all 
spheres (local, state, and broader) of the archival field: 
http://www.ncarchivists.org/.

Southern Archives Conference (SAC)
The 2012 Conference will be hosted by the Society of 
Mississippi Archivists in Jackson, Mississippi on April 
26–27. The SAC, which meets on a biennial basis, has the 
goal of fostering closer cooperation among archivists in 
the region and advancing the interests of the profession. 
See http://msarchivists.org.

Syracuse University Library
Lois Olcott Price’s lecture, “Line, Shade and Shadow: 
Fabrication and Preservation of Architectural Drawings,” 
presented as part of the Brodsky Series for the Advance-
ment of Library Conservation, is now available on-line. 
Because architectural drawings are not created as an end 
in and of themselves, but rather, are used as graphic docu-
ments to construct a building, sell a project, or explore a 
design concept, the materials and techniques chosen by 

(Continued from page 27)

the drafter are particular to the function of the drawings, 
as well as to the period in which they were created. The 
interpretation and preservation of architectural drawings 
depends upon an understanding of their functions in 
architectural practice, and on a working knowledge of 
drafting materials and techniques. This lecture traces the 
use of supports, media, and photo-reproductive processes 
to create architectural drawings from the eighteenth to 
the twentieth centuries: http://library.syr.edu/about/
departments/preservation/activities/series/Lois_Price.php.

Visual Resources Association
The 30th anniversary meeting will take place on April 
18–21 in Albuquerque, New Mexico. The conference 
theme is “Broadening Horizons,” and the program will 
feature sessions and case studies on topics including new 
technologies; emerging professional roles; embedded 
metadata; digital asset management; digitizing originals; 
outreach; collaboration; and using video in educational, 
scholarly, and archival contexts: http://www.vraweb.org/
conferences/vra30/. 
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