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Dear MACers

It is hard to believe that the fall season is over, the holidays have come and gone, and we now are embarking on
2012! Each year, fall seems to be busier. Certainly, this past year was no exception, and I want to share some of
the highlights since my last letter.

The Sioux City Fall Symposium, “Mysteries of Magnetic Tape Revealed,” was a great success! A big thank-you
goes to Organizing Committee Coordinators David McCartney, Paul Eisloeffel, and Lisa Carter, and Committee
members Michele Christian and Grace Linden. George Blood and Elizabeth Clemens shared informative
presentations to over 50 attendees, who all enjoyed the local flavor of Sioux City. If you are ever in town, make
sure to visit the new Sioux City Museum!

This fall, MAC rolled out its “$40 for 40” campaign to fully fund the Motley and Bowen scholarship awards.
What better way to celebrate MAC’s 40* birthday than to invest in the education of future archivists and to honor
the memory of two of MAC’s most beloved leaders. I didn’t know Louisa Bowen personally, but I understand
she was a wonderful colleague who gave many hours to MAC in leadership roles and through her work on the
newsletter. I do remember Archie Motley as the friendliest person at MAC meetings! He only had to meet you
once and you were a friend—someone he called out to and remembered. I hope you will consider a donation to
these worthy scholarships, named for these beloved MAC members.

Highlights from Council’s meeting on October 19 are recounted elsewhere in this newsletter; however, I want
to touch on two items. First, the Working Group on Revision of the Constitution and By-Laws, chaired by
Menzi Behrnd-Klodt, provided an excellent proposal for updating these documents to meet twenty-first century
conventions. Thanks to Menzi and her committee of Todd Daniels-Howell, Steve McShane, Josh Ranger, and

Cheri Thies for their thorough and thoughtful work.

Great thanks also go to Matt Blessing for chairing MAC’s new Financial Advisory Committee, which will put
our investments to work for MAC members and oversee our financial operations. Please read his report and that
of Treasurer Anke Voss in this newsletter. As our operating budget gaps become larger, we are seeking ways to
reduce costs and supplement funds through on-line publication and development efforts. We also are discussing
the necessity of raising dues. We certainly will want members’ input as we take steps to ensure the financial
health of our organization.

Please feel free at any time to contact me with your thoughts, comments, or questions about anything that is
on your mind: eswain@illinois.edu.

Best Wishes,

Uy D S

Ellen D. Swain
President, Midwest Archives Conference
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