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Situational Problems

O Michigan has no statewide digital repository.

O Individual institutions have limited staff capacity,
particularly for digital projects.

O Most individual institution’s are not yet working with DPLA.

O Primary source materials lack discovery and access
points.

O Detroit’s historic ethnic, racial, and gender identity
groups have diminished digital profile locally, regionally,
nationally.
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The Minnesota Digital Library (MDL)



The Minnesota Digital Library (MDL)

History
* Founded as consortium in 2004
* Minnesota Reflections
* Grant-funded

Now

* Administratively housed at the University
of Minnesota

* Many projects
* Primarily Legacy-funded



Minnesota Reflections

Images only at first, now many types of objects
190 organizational contributors

More than 52,000 unique items

Just under 275,000 digitized individual objects
Initial service hub for DPLA



Minnesota Reflections



So how does an organization contribute?



Current Process-Minnesota Reflections

Meet with Outreach Coordinator
Application

Selection Committee

Digitization

Metadata

Publication



Geographic Distribution






A Contributor’s Story



Another Path to DPLA

Provides path for sharing with DPLA outside of Minnesota Reflections as well,
for larger organizations with significant collections.

* University of Minnesota Libraries

* Minnesota Historical Society

* Minnesota Public Radio

 College of St. Benedict’s/St. John’s University
* Hennepin County Library

* Carleton College

* Northfield History Collaborative

* Minneapolis Institute of Art

e Cooperating Libraries in Consortium (CLIC)

* Digital Library of South Dakota



The Minnesota Digital Library (MDL)



Minnesota’s Immigrants



Minnesota’s Immigrants (immigrants.mndigital.org)






What is a Primary Source Set?

Primary source sets are curated collections of
primary source materials.

They provide a topic overview, links to primary
source materials, and links to additional resources.

Primary Source Sets are designed to help students
understand primary sources and use them with
confidence, as well as develop critical thinking
skills.

Primary Sources Sets are designed to help teachers
use primary sources in the classroom and in their
teaching.

Image courtesy of St. Cloud State University.



What makes up a Primary Source Set?

Topic overview
Single block of text

Selection of items from Minnesota Reflections

ELM (Electronic Library for Minnesota)
Selection of articles and online resources for students and
teachers to learn more about topic

Additional Resources for Research
Online and print resources

Teaching Guide:
* Primary Source Analysis (same for every Primary Source
Set)
* Discussion Questions —open ended questions to add
classroom discussion and collaboration
* Classroom Activities

Image courtesy of University of Minnesota Duluth, NEMHC Collections.




Current Titles

Civilian Conservation Corps in Minnesota * Motion Picture Theaters in Minnesota
Discrimination in Advertising Trade Cards * Natural Disasters in Minnesota

Excelsior Amusement Park * Seth Eastman: Depictions of Native American Life
Format Highlights: Cabinet Cards * Sinclair Lewis’s Main Street

Format Highlights: Postcards * St. Anthony Falls

Laura Ingalls Wilder’s On the Banks of Plum Creek * Temperance to Prohibition

Made in MN: Patent Medicine on the Prairie * Traveling Library Services in Minnesota
Mechanization of Farming in Minnesota * Whaleback Boats on the Great Lakes

Mining on the Iron Range * World War | on the Minnesota Home Front

Minneapolis Teamsters Strike of 1934
Morgan Park: U.S. Steel’s Company Town in Duluth

Motion Picture Theaters in Minnesota



Benefits of Participation

What has partnering with DPLA brought to the
Minnesota Digital Library and our contributors?

Larger reach
Broader context
Grant opportunities
New partnerships

Image courtesy of the Hennepin County Public Library
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Questions?

Richard C. Adler, Coordinator
Michigan DPLA Service Hub
University of Michigan Library
Hatcher North 301

913 South University Avenue
Ann Arbor, M| 48109-1190
734-645-0070
rcadler@umich.edu

Molly Huber, Outreach Coordinator
Minnesota Digital Library / Minitex
University of Minnesota

Wilson Library, Room 60

309 19th Avenue South

Minneapolis, MN 55455
612-301-1329

mollyh@umn.edu

Amy Cooper Cary, Head

Special Collections & University Archives
Raynor Memorial Libraries

Marquette University

P. 0. Box 3141

Milwaukee, WI 53201-3141
414-288-5901
amy.cary@marquette.edu

Erik Nordberg, Dean of Libraries
Indiana University of Pennsylvania
203 Stapleton Library

431 South Eleventh Street
Indiana, PA 15705

724-357-2330



