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Recipe Card

• Gathering Ingredients and other 
recipes 

• First attempt at the recipe

• Additional ingredients

• Reviews of the recipe

• Making the recipe again

From, Recipes by Mankato Moose Joint Management Board, Waseca, MN: Walter's 
Publishing, 2005.



Minnesota State University, Mankato

• Regional, Comprehensive, Public 
University founded in 1868

• 90 miles southwest of the Twin 
Cities of Minneapolis and St. 
Paul

• 14,000 students

• Part of MinnState System of 33 
state colleges and universities

Image credit: Minnesota State University, Mankato -Marketing and Communications, 
Sunset B-Roll HD-13.jpg

https://www.minnstate.edu/


Special Collections

• University Archives

• Southern Minnesota Historical 
Center 

• Marilyn J. Lass Center for 
Minnesota Studies

• Digital Collections
o Arch: University Archives Digital 

Collections 

o Cornerstone: Collection of 
Scholarly & Creative Works

Image Credit: Old Main and students from Mankato State Normal School, Mankato State 
Normal School (1884).  MSU-UA-309-10013.  University Archives, Memorial Library, 
Minnesota State University, Mankato. 
https://arch.lib.mnsu.edu/islandora/object/MSUrepository%3A160 

Link to Archives Website

https://arch.lib.mnsu.edu/islandora/object/MSUrepository%3A160


Gathering the Ingredients - Pre 2023 

• Attending professional 
conferences and meetings

• New campus reporting structure

• Library Services Strategic Plan

Minnesota State University, Mankato, 
Destination 2030 Strategic Plan, 2023

https://president.mnsu.edu/vision-mission-and-values/strategic-directions/


Research Apprenticeship Program (RAP)

• Program of the Undergraduate 
Research Center (URC)

• Paid, research mentorship 
experience for those new to 
research

• Fall 2023 – Call for Library & 
Learning mentors

AY 2024 RAP Flyer



Developing a "Research" program

• Intern, but more…

• Help achieve Archives Goals 
(DEIB and High Impact Learning)

• Syllabus
o Structure but independence

oReadings and reflection

oWeekly check-ins

• Included opportunity to 
participate in a Minnesota 
Digital Library Project 

Jamison working at Archives student workstation.



An Ingredient: Wikimedia Commons

• Inspired by DPLA project
• Lead by Minitex and Minnesota Digital Library
• Project Goals  
• Test proof-of-concept that adding content to 

Wikimedia Commons leads to increased discovery 
of digital collections.
• Learn more about the practical applications of 

linked data.* 

*Wikimedia Commons refers to linked data as “structured data.”

https://pro.dp.la/projects/dpla-wikimedia
https://minitex.umn.edu/
https://mndigital.org/


Pilot Project Outline

• Participants
• Sara Ring, Greta Bahnemann – Minitex/Minnesota Digital Library

• Theresa Berger – University of Minnesota Libraries

• Bri Krumwiede – Blue Earth County Historical Society

• Heidi Southworth – Minnesota State University, Mankato

• Add at least 25 images (Public Domain or No-Copyright-US) to 
Wikimedia Commons
• Add structured data based on linked data from Wikidata

• Connect those images to related Wikipedia articles (if possible)

• Special Thanks to Trevor Martinson at North Dakota State 
Library

https://library-nd.libguides.com/digitalinitiatives/wikipedia
https://library-nd.libguides.com/digitalinitiatives/wikipedia


Working with Wikimedia and Wikidata

• Wikimedia Commons File 
Information Template Guidelines

• Media contributed by Minnesota 
State University Mankato

• Wikimedia Commons Structured 
Data Guidelines

Logo for Wikimedia Commons, a collection of millions of freely usable
media files to which anyone can contribute. Both Wikimedia 
Commons and Wikipedia are hosted by the Wikimedia Foundation.

Logo for Wikidata, a free and open knowledge base that can be read 
and edited by both humans and machines.

Wikidata acts as central storage for the structured data of its Wikimedia 
sister projects including Wikipedia, Wikivoyage, Wiktionary, 
Wikisource, and others.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1v-ybdowSwtgf-nN078c9BildK5hzavFtrkC_HjmKOrM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1v-ybdowSwtgf-nN078c9BildK5hzavFtrkC_HjmKOrM/edit?usp=sharing
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Media_contributed_by_Minnesota_State_University,_Mankato
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Media_contributed_by_Minnesota_State_University,_Mankato
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vCOvzjUZAaDawYTZNFtW2E_9xzQMNjowOEBUtBGWN58/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vCOvzjUZAaDawYTZNFtW2E_9xzQMNjowOEBUtBGWN58/edit?usp=sharing
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Main_Page/Content/en


Adding Spice: Learning How to Edit Wikitext



A Spicy Hotdish Ingredient??



Wikipedia
Portrait of Adolf F. Bechdolt, Mankato, Minnesota.  Bechdolt was a 
professor of science at Mankato Normal School.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Portrait_of_Adolf_F._Bechdolt,_Mankato,_Minnesota_-_DPLA_-_7d06aa53e8b51e1685c24df3cbfcca85.jpg


For More Information…
• Ring, S., Bahnemann, G., Berger, T., Krumwiede, B., & Southworth, H. (2024, 

March 28). Making digital collections more discoverable, Part 1: Wikimedia. 
Minnesota Digital Library News. https://minitex.umn.edu/news/minnesota-
digital-library/2024-04/making-digital-collections-more-discoverable-part-1    

• Berger, T., Krumwiede, B., Southworth, H., Bahnemann, G., & Ring, S. (2024, 
March 28). Making digital collections more discoverable, Part 2: A how-to guide. 
Minnesota Digital Library News. https://minitex.umn.edu/news/minnesota-
digital-library/2024-04/making-digital-collections-more-discoverable-part-2-how 

• Ring, S., Bahnemann, G., Berger, T., Krumwiede, B., & Southworth, H., (2023, 
October 4). Wikimedia and beyond: Linked data projects in Minnesota 
[Conference presentation]. 2023 Minnesota Library Association Annual 
Conference, St. Paul, MN. 
https://cornerstone.lib.mnsu.edu/lib_services_fac_pubs/209/     

https://minitex.umn.edu/news/minnesota-digital-library/2024-04/making-digital-collections-more-discoverable-part-1
https://minitex.umn.edu/news/minnesota-digital-library/2024-04/making-digital-collections-more-discoverable-part-1
https://minitex.umn.edu/news/minnesota-digital-library/2024-04/making-digital-collections-more-discoverable-part-2-how
https://minitex.umn.edu/news/minnesota-digital-library/2024-04/making-digital-collections-more-discoverable-part-2-how
https://cornerstone.lib.mnsu.edu/lib_services_fac_pubs/209/


Hotdish Preparation

• Substitute Ingredient = 
MSU Wikimedia Commons 
documentation

•Preparing the Dish = 
Working sessions on 
February 8 and 15, 2024

•Missing Ingredient = 
Wikipedia Editing



From a Student's Perspective

• A little about myself...

• Previous experience in the archives

• The Undergraduate Research Center and the Research Apprenticeship 
Program
oWhy I decided to do the program

o The application and acceptance process

oCommunication with the URC



Into the Oven

• Early stages of the Research Apprenticeship Program
oDeciding on a project

o Learning the research process

oURC Meetings

• Diversity in Archives and on Wikipedia

• Learning the basics of Wikipedia
oBasic editing

o Formatting and citations

oGaining website "credibility"

oWorking with other Wikipedians



Turning up the Heat

• Julia Sears (1839-1929)
oWhy she was selected

oAncestry and genealogy

oMy contributions to her article
Image Credit: Principal Julia Ann Sears, 1839-
1929, Mankato State Normal School (1872). MSU-
UA-309-10005. University Archives, Memorial 
Library, Minnesota State University, Mankato. 
https://arch.lib.mnsu.edu/islandora/object/MSUr
epository%3A152 

https://arch.lib.mnsu.edu/islandora/object/MSUrepository%3A152
https://arch.lib.mnsu.edu/islandora/object/MSUrepository%3A152


Wikimedia and Digital 
Photographs

• Worked closely with Heidi to learn the process 
of uploading and using photos through 
Wikimedia

• Photo selection

• Copyright laws and issues

Image Credit: Old Main view from down the road, 
Mankato State Teacher's College (1924). MSU-UA-309-
10199.  University Archives, Memorial Library, 
Minnesota State University, Mankato. 
https://arch.lib.mnsu.edu/islandora/object/MSUreposi
tory%3A352 

https://arch.lib.mnsu.edu/islandora/object/MSUrepository%3A352
https://arch.lib.mnsu.edu/islandora/object/MSUrepository%3A352


Checking the 
Temperature

• The next step:
o To create a full article from 

scratch!

• Ruth Schellberg (1912-2004)
o Professor, Women's Rights 

Activist, Avid Outdoorsman

• A different type of research
o Large reliance on physical 

documents held by the 
University

Image Credit: Mankato State College, Ruth Schellberg taking her class out 
to Boundary Waters Canoe Area for class, 1970. MSU-UA-309-25557.  
University Archives, Memorial Library, Minnesota State University, 
Mankato. 
https://arch.lib.mnsu.edu/islandora/object/MSUrepository%3A112007 

https://arch.lib.mnsu.edu/islandora/object/MSUrepository%3A112007


Out of the Oven

• Drafting the article
o The review process and struggles

• Post-upload updates
o Further collaboration with other 

editors





My Takeaway

• Wikipedia skills

• Honed my research ability

• Collaboration

• Deadline management

• Presentation and public speaking



Rating the Recipe 

Student successfully completed the research goals of the 
RAP

• Created a research poster that reflected a deeper 
understanding of unequal treatment of underrepresented 
groups in Wikipedia.

• Created a new Wikipedia page about an underrepresented part 
of the university’s history.

Bonus goal: Student participated in a presentation about 
their research experience.  



Making the Recipe Again (with modifications)

Fall 2024

Jamison continued 
working on Wikipedia

New Intern 

Spring 2025

Intern continued

Collaboration on 
“Wikipedia Guidelines 
and Tips”

Archives student worker looking at Wikipedia 
in Reading Room.



Questions? Contact Us!

• Daardi Sizemore Mixon – daardi.mixon@mnsu.edu 

• Heidi Southworth – heidi.southworth@mnsu.edu 

• Jamison Vierstraete – jamison.vierstraete@mnsu.edu 

Presentation Slides       

mailto:daardi.mixon@mnsu.edu
mailto:heidi.southworth@mnsu.edu
mailto:jamison.vierstraete@mnsu.edu
https://cornerstone.lib.mnsu.edu/lib_services_fac_pubs/226/
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