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Revising the Traditional Recipe: Documenting the Black Women of the WCTU
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Who we are



https://scalar.usc.edu/works/willard-and-wells/index

https://scalar.usc.edu/works/willard-and-wells/index


Current Project 

https://tinyurl.com/bdew47fy

https://tinyurl.com/bdew47fy


WCTU ARCHIVES 
SOURCES 

WCTU OF 
PENNSYLVANIA 
ANNUAL REPORT, 
1885:
DIRECTORY OF 
UNIONS



WCTU ARCHIVES 
SOURCES 

WCTU of  
Pennsylvania Annual 
Report, 1885:
Report of the 
Department of Work 
Among Colored People 
(State Superintendent 
Frances E. W. Harper)



WCTU ARCHIVES 
SOURCES 

Blurb from Union 
Signal newspaper, 
July 6, 1916





Census Records, Ancestry.com, 
and 







Collaborative Effort and Into the Future



QUESTIONS??????????????????????????

For More Information about the Project:

Contact: Janet Olson, Archivist/Project Leader: archives@franceswillardhouse.org

Web Site: https://franceswillardhouse.org/research/black-women-of-the-wctu-research-database-project/

You Tube: Progress report (2/26/2023): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16tZlBv-y2M&t=52s

mailto:archives@franceswillardhouse.org
https://franceswillardhouse.org/research/black-women-of-the-wctu-research-database-project/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16tZlBv-y2M&t=52s
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Revising the Traditional Recipe:  

Documenting the Black Women of the WCTU 

         WCTU leaders (left to right): Amanda Berry Smith, Lucy Thurman, Frances E.W. Harper, Sarah Early, 
Rosetta Lawson 

 
In the description for this session, we asked you to imagine how different food would taste if 
ingredients were missing from their recipes. In the case of the Woman’s Christian Temperance 
Union (WCTU), founded in 1874, the ingredients that have been hidden for far too long are the 
African American women who were active in the WCTU. Staff in the WCTU Archives knew that 
previous histories had omitted the contributions of the organization’s non-white members, and 
therefore were missing the full flavor of this significant women’s movement. The recipe analogy 
is particularly appropriate because we are bringing these women to light by creating a resource 
tool, an ingredient, rather than dishing up a narrative history. We hope the result will be 
heaping servings of information to feed researchers hungering for the fuller, richer story. 
 
Moderator:  
Kristin Jacobsen, Assistant Archivist, Frances Willard House Museum & WCTU Archives 
 

Panelists: 
Karl Bullock, Project Researcher (2022 Summer Intern) 
Janet Olson, Project Leader (Archivist, Frances Willard House Museum & WCTU Archives) 
Adam Raczkowski, Project Manager and Data Registrar (2022 Summer Intern, Volunteer)  
 
More Information about the Project 

● Contact: Janet Olson, Archivist/Project Leader: archives@franceswillardhouse.org 
● Web Site: https://franceswillardhouse.org/research/black-women-of-the-wctu-research-

database-project/ 
● Blog Post: https://franceswillardhouse.org/letting-the-records-speak-an-interns-

experience-in-the-wctu-archives/ 
● You Tube: Progress report (2/26/2023): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16tZlBv-

y2M&t=52s 
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https://franceswillardhouse.org/research/black-women-of-the-wctu-research-database-project/
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https://franceswillardhouse.org/letting-the-records-speak-an-interns-experience-in-the-wctu-archives/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16tZlBv-y2M&t=52s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16tZlBv-y2M&t=52s


Selected Sources  
 
WCTU Archives sources (print), including: 

● WCTU national and state annual reports/meeting minutes 
● WCTU annual handbooks (National level, with names of state-level dept heads) 
● WCTU state histories 
● The Union Signal (National WCTU newspaper of record) 
● WCTU ephemera (convention programs, directories) 
● Biographical and subject files 
● Photographs  

 
Online, digitized, and other outside sources, including 

● Digitized Black historic newspapers (through Newsbank, Proquest, Chronicling America) 
● U.S. Census, birth/marriage/death records (through Ancestry.com) 
● Black Women Suffragists (Alexander Street) 

    https://documents.alexanderstreet.com/VOTESforWOMEN/bwsintro (open access)  
● Print/online current encyclopedias of state-level Black biography (compiled by several states) 
● Notable American Women 1607-1950, A Biographical Dictionary (1971), Edward James, ed.  
● African American Women In the Struggle for the Vote, 1850-1920. Rosalyn Terborg-Penn,1998. 

 
Digitized historic biographical encyclopedias, including:   

● Lifting as They Climb, Elizabeth Lindsay Davis (1933)  
● Women of Distinction…., Dr. Lawson A. Scruggs (1892, reprint 2020; Internet Archive) 
● Noted Negro Women…, M.A. Majors, M.D., 1893  

 
Selected Comparable Projects 

● Colored Conventions Project AND Black Women’s Organizing Archive (crowdsourcing, 
transcription), Center for Black Digital Research, #DigBlk, Penn State University 

● Mary Eliza Project [1920 WOMEN'S VOTER REGISTER] (crowdsourcing, indexing, open 
datasets), Simmons University & Boston City Archives 

● Virginia Untold: The African American Narrative (open data portal, transcription, indexing, 
crowdsourcing), Library of Virginia  

 

 

 

 
 
       1730 Chicago Avenue 
       Evanston IL 60201 
        www.franceswillardhouse.org 
     
 
 
 

• Archives (by appointment):  archives@franceswillardhouse.org  
• General: info@franceswillardhouse.org (847-328-7500) 
• Museum Tours (reservations required; see website for open 

dates): tours@franceswillardhouse.org 

Twitter—Facebook—Instagram—YouTube 

Thanks for your 
interest. We 
would love to 
hear from you! 

https://documents.alexanderstreet.com/VOTESforWOMEN/bwsintro
https://digblk.psu.edu/
http://www.franceswillardhouse.org/
mailto:archives@franceswillardhouse.org
mailto:info@franceswillardhouse.org
mailto:tours@franceswillardhouse.org
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