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Session S602
Revising the Traditional Recipe: Documenting the Black Women of the WCTU

Moderator
Kristin Jacobsen (Assistant Archivist, Frances Willard House Museum & WCTU Archives)

Panelists
Karl Bullock, Project Researcher (2022 Summer Intern)
Janet Olson, Project Leader (Archivist, Frances Willard House Museum & WCTU Archives)
Adam Raczkowski, Project Manager and Data Registrar (2022 Summer Intern, Volunteer)



Who we are

HOUSE MUSEUM and ARCHIVES

at the Center for Women's History and Leadership

Frances Willard House Museum
1730 Chicago Ave, Evanston IL

The WCTU Archives...in the WCTU Administration
Building, behind the House Museum




Where we started
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Truth-Telling: Frances Willard and Ida B. Wells
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https://scalar.usc.edu/works/willard-and-wells/index
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Current Project
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WCTU ARCHIVES
SOURCES

WCTU OF
PENNSYLVANIA
ANNUAL REPORT,
1885:

DIRECTORY OF
UNIONS
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WCTU ARCHIVES
SOURCES

Blurb from Union
Signal newspaper,
July 6, 1916
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the negroes of Syracuse, N. Y. was or-

ganized recemtly at the Bethany _Bap-

tist church and will be known as the
Lucy Thurman union. This union, which
has fifteen charter members, was organ-
ized under the auspices of Syracuse
Union No. 2, following several years of
work by Mrs. C. J. Clark, superintendent
for Onondaga county of Work Among

Colored People.
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1 last_nami~ hrst_name - altemate

17 Dean
8 Dean
19 Dere
0 Derritt
'l Elredge
12 Gibson
13 Gray
'4 Greene
15 Hall

0 Hueson
[7 Huey
'8 Hughes
'3 Jones
1 Leek
i1 Lucas
12 Lucket

EvaT. ET/E)/EvaT.  Champaign
Bessie Danville
Ada Kankakee
Mollie Chicago
Eliza Chicago
Julia Peoria
Estella Springfield
Mae (. Galesburg
Belle/lsabel Isabella Elgin/Aurora
Mrs. James  Emma Aurora
Fannie Kankakee
Maggie Brookport
Fannie E. St Louis
Laura Centralia
Emma Aurora
Ida Aurora

From Archives to Data

4 o o Emam
r*c 14 -'4""

Excerpt showing selected fields from lllinois spreadsheet
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lllinois Annual Report 1920 p. 4/M| State Superintendent Work Arlda Gill/Ida Gill (colored)

Ghioch name

lllinois Annual Report 1930 p. 130 Treasurer Danville [Colored)
lllinois Annual Report 1927 p.1 Corresponding Secretary  Kankakee (Colored Union)
lllinois Annual Report 1924 p.8 Corresponding Secretary ~ Banner

lllinois Annual Report 1923 p. 100 Treasurer/Corresponding Secr Progressive

Illinois Annual Report 1915 p. 150 President Elizabeth E. Peterson {Colore
Illinois Annual Report 1912 p. 216 Treasurer 1912-1913 Springfield Colored/Springfie
Illinois Annual Report 1921 p. 104 Corresponding Secretary  Galesburg No. 2

Illinois Annual Report 1898 p. 228 Elgin President 1898 1895/Aur Elgin (Lucy Thurman)/Aurora

Illinois Annual Report 1922 p. 102 Treasurer Aurora Frances Willard
llinois Annual Report 1927 p.1 Treasurer Kankakee (Colored Union)
Illinois Annual Report 1910 p. 206 President Brookport (Colored|

lllinois Annual Report 1922 p. 120 Corresponding Secretary E. St. Louis No. 2/E. St. Louis !
lllinois Annual Report 1913 p. 150 Corresponding Secretary  Centralia (Colored)

Illinois Annual Report 1913 p. 140 Treasurer Aurora Frances Willard

Illinois Annual Report 1913 p. 140 Corresponding Secretary  Aurora Frances Willard

Column Names

1 | Last Name
Source
2 | First Name
Source
3 | Alternate Name
Source
4 | Date of Birth
Source
5 | Date of Death
Source
State
State Abbr.
Town
Source
9 | WCTU Role
Source
10 | Union Name
Source
11 | Union Location
Source
12 | Union Date
Source
13 | Race Confirmation
Source
14 | Notes
15 | Researcher Name




Confirming the Data

v race_confirmation
African American
African American
African American
African American
African American
African American
African American
e Cou African American
African American
Likely Not African American
Likely Not African American
Likely Not African American
Likely Not African American
Likely Not African American
Likely Not African American
ounti Likely Not African American

.I race_confirmation source
Ancestry.com, 1920 United States Federal Censu
Ancestry.com. 1920 United States Federal Censu!
Ancestry.com. 1920 United States Federal Censu!
lllinois Annual Report 1917 p. 48 / US Census 192
lllinois Annual Report 1917 p. 48 / Ancestry.com.
Ancestry.com. 1920 United States Federal Censu!
Ancestry.com. 1920 United States Federal Censu:
Ancestry.com. 1940 United States Federal Censu!
Ancestry.com. 1930 United States Federal Censu:

Example from
lllinois spreadsheet

lllinois Annual Report 1897 p. 258
Ancestry.com. 1930 United States Federal Censu

Census Records, Ancestry.com,

and

Historical African American

Newspapers from
Chronicling America
database (lllinois titles)

' Hlinois
 Hlinois
¥ Hlinois

Hlinois

Hlinois
' Hlinois

Hlinois
} Hlinois
b Hlinois
. Nlinois
" Hlinois
' Hiinols
) Hlinois

Appeal

broad ax

Chicago lllinois idea
Chicago reflector
Chicago whip
Chicago world
forum

Hlinois times
Metropolis weekly gazette
Metropolitan news
Robbins eagle
Sunday Chicago bee
Westerm appeal




Database in Action
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Visualizations by Adam Raczkowski
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Collaborative Effort and Into the Future




For More Information about the Project:

Contact: Janet Olson, Archivist/Project Leader: archives@franceswillardhouse.org

Web Site: https://franceswillardhouse.org/research/black-women-of-the-wctu-research-database-project/
You Tube: Progress report (2/26/2023): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16tZIBv-y2M&t=52s

Thanks for your
interest. We
would love to
hear from youl!

@W&a, W 1730 Chicago Avenue

Evanston IL 60201
HOUSE MUSEUM and ARCHIVES

Y www.franceswillardhouse.org
“ at the Center for Women's History and Leadership

Archives (by appointment): archives@franceswillardhouse.org
General: info@franceswillardhouse.org (847-328-7500)

Museum Tours (reservations required; see website for open
dates): tours@franceswillardhouse.org

Twitter—Facebook—Instagram—YouTube


mailto:archives@franceswillardhouse.org
https://franceswillardhouse.org/research/black-women-of-the-wctu-research-database-project/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16tZlBv-y2M&t=52s
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Revising the Traditional Recipe:
Documenting the Black Women of the WCTU
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WCTU leaders (left to right): Amanda Berry Smith, Lucy Thurman, Frances E.W. Harper, Sarah Early,
Rosetta Lawson

In the description for this session, we asked you to imagine how different food would taste if
ingredients were missing from their recipes. In the case of the Woman’s Christian Temperance
Union (WCTU), founded in 1874, the ingredients that have been hidden for far too long are the
African American women who were active in the WCTU. Staff in the WCTU Archives knew that
previous histories had omitted the contributions of the organization’s non-white members, and
therefore were missing the full flavor of this significant women’s movement. The recipe analogy
is particularly appropriate because we are bringing these women to light by creating a resource
tool, an ingredient, rather than dishing up a narrative history. We hope the result will be
heaping servings of information to feed researchers hungering for the fuller, richer story.

Moderator:
Kristin Jacobsen, Assistant Archivist, Frances Willard House Museum & WCTU Archives

Panelists:

Karl Bullock, Project Researcher (2022 Summer Intern)

Janet Olson, Project Leader (Archivist, Frances Willard House Museum & WCTU Archives)
Adam Raczkowski, Project Manager and Data Registrar (2022 Summer Intern, Volunteer)

More Information about the Project
e Contact: Janet Olson, Archivist/Project Leader: archives@franceswillardhouse.org
e Web Site: https://franceswillardhouse.org/research/black-women-of-the-wctu-research-
database-project/
e Blog Post: https://franceswillardhouse.org/letting-the-records-speak-an-interns-
experience-in-the-wctu-archives/
e You Tube: Progress report (2/26/2023): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16tZIBv-

y2M&t=52s



https://franceswillardhouse.org/research/black-women-of-the-wctu-research-database-project/
https://franceswillardhouse.org/research/black-women-of-the-wctu-research-database-project/
https://franceswillardhouse.org/letting-the-records-speak-an-interns-experience-in-the-wctu-archives/
https://franceswillardhouse.org/letting-the-records-speak-an-interns-experience-in-the-wctu-archives/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16tZlBv-y2M&t=52s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16tZlBv-y2M&t=52s

Selected Sources

WCTU Archives sources (print), including:
e WCTU national and state annual reports/meeting minutes
WCTU annual handbooks (National level, with names of state-level dept heads)
WCTU state histories
The Union Signal (National WCTU newspaper of record)
WCTU ephemera (convention programs, directories)
Biographical and subject files
Photographs

Online, digitized, and other outside sources, including

Digitized Black historic newspapers (through Newsbank, Proquest, Chronicling America)

e U.S. Census, birth/marriage/death records (through Ancestry.com)

Black Women Suffragists (Alexander Street)
https://documents.alexanderstreet.com/VOTESforWOMEN/bwsintro (open access)

Print/online current encyclopedias of state-level Black biography (compiled by several states)

Notable American Women 1607-1950, A Biographical Dictionary (1971), Edward James, ed.

African American Women In the Struggle for the Vote, 1850-1920. Rosalyn Terborg-Penn,1998.

Digitized historic biographical encyclopedias, including:
e Lifting as They Climb, Elizabeth Lindsay Davis (1933)
e Women of Distinction...., Dr. Lawson A. Scruggs (1892, reprint 2020; Internet Archive)
e Noted Negro Women..., M.A. Majors, M.D., 1893

Selected Comparable Projects
e Colored Conventions Project AND Black Women’s Organizing Archive (crowdsourcing,
transcription), Center for Black Digital Research, #DigBlk, Penn State University
® Mary Eliza Project [1920 WOMEN'S VOTER REGISTER] (crowdsourcing, indexing, open
datasets), Simmons University & Boston City Archives
e Virginia Untold: The African American Narrative (open data portal, transcription, indexing,
crowdsourcing), Library of Virginia

Thanks for your
interest. We
would love to
hear from you!

1730 Chicago Avenue
@m Welbard,, Ermstonl s
: www.franceswillardhouse.org

HOUSE MUSEUM and ARCHIVES

at the Center for Women's History and Leadership

* Archives (by appointment): archives@franceswillardhouse.org
* General: info@franceswillardhouse.org (847-328-7500)

* Museum Tours (reservations required; see website for open
dates): tours@franceswillardhouse.org

Twitter—Facebook—Instagram—YouTube


https://documents.alexanderstreet.com/VOTESforWOMEN/bwsintro
https://digblk.psu.edu/
http://www.franceswillardhouse.org/
mailto:archives@franceswillardhouse.org
mailto:info@franceswillardhouse.org
mailto:tours@franceswillardhouse.org
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