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Review

During my time as a graduate student in criminology and criminal justice, I studied research
methods using a well-known textbook titled Fundamentals of Research in Criminology and Criminal
Justice, authored by prominent criminologists. The textbook was highly regarded for its clear and
accessible content, complemented by relevant examples specific to criminal justice and criminology.
When I had the opportunity to teach undergraduate research methods in criminal justice as a doctoral
student at Washington State University, I confidently adopted this textbook for my courses. It has been
widely used by many instructors for teaching research methods. I continued to use it in my own research
methods classes until I participated in an open educational resources (OER) project at the University of
Texas Rio Grande Valley (UTRGV), my current institution.

It is often challenging for instructors to change their textbooks and course materials due to a
variety of reasons, including familiarity and comfort, course alignment, time and effort, cost
considerations, access to resources, feedback and evaluation, and personal investment. In this context, I
was initially hesitant to adopt an OER textbook for my research methods and other criminal justice
courses. However, recognizing the challenges involved in making such a switch, UTRGV, my
institution, along with professional librarians, provided invaluable support. They offered training, shared
best practices, and facilitated access to resources that align with new materials which made the transition
much smoother.
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Research Methods for Criminal Justice Students, an open access textbook, was originally based
on two other open access textbooks: Bhattacherjee’s (2012) Social Science Research: Principles,
Methods, and Practices and Blackstone’s (2012) Principles of Sociological Inquiry: Qualitative and
Quantitative Methods (Williams, 2002). Both works are published under the Creative Commons License
CC BY-NC-SA 4.0. Building upon these foundational works and leveraging extensive experience and
expertise in conducting qualitative and quantitative research within social science settings, Professor
Monica Williams, the author of Research Methods for Criminal Justice Students, has crafted a
well-designed research methods textbook.

This comprehensive guide is designed for both undergraduate and graduate students in criminal
justice. It draws on Williams’ extensive academic career, which includes conducting a wide range of
research projects, analyzing empirical data, and publishing peer-reviewed journal articles. The textbook
covers various research methodologies such as surveys, case studies, in-depth interviews, observations,
focus groups, content analysis, and secondary analysis of quantitative data (Williams, 2022). It is
licensed under Creative Commons CC BY-NC-SA 4.0, allowing anyone to access, edit, distribute, and

share the material for noncommercial purposes as long as they are using the same Creative Commons
license (Drost, 2023).

Throughout the book, the author comprehensively covers the most important areas of research
methods in the fields of criminology and criminal justice. Like other textbooks, each chapter begins by
identifying learning objectives, providing a clear framework for the material. The author includes
relevant examples of methodological techniques and scenarios, drawing from Williams’ own practical
experience with research projects. This real-world insight is invaluable for understanding
methodological approaches.

Each chapter concludes with several discussion questions designed to reinforce the material and
stimulate critical thinking among students. The chapters are well-organized and easy to follow, ensuring
that the learning objectives are clearly addressed and that students are well-prepared to respond to the
discussion questions. Additionally, each chapter appropriately covers the subject matter and includes an
effective index, key terms, and glossary which enhance comprehension and retention of the material.

The topics are presented logically and clearly with a structure that guides students through the
research process sequentially—from basic research design to advanced qualitative and quantitative
methods. This logical progression helps students develop a solid understanding of fundamental research
skills in criminal justice. Overall, the book provides comprehensive information that helps students
grasp key methodological terms and skills, facilitating a deeper understanding of research in criminology
and criminal justice.

The textbook is divided into five sections, each containing several chapters. Williams begins with
an introductory section titled “Thinking Like a Researcher,” which includes three essential chapters.
These initial chapters are fundamental and a must-read for students as they explain the importance of
scientific research in the social sciences and how research methods are interconnected with theories and
policies. Overall, the first section is well-organized and provides a comprehensive introduction to
scientific research. It guides students and instructors through the basics of research paradigms,
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methodologies, and ethics in research, setting a solid foundation for understanding the role and
significance of research in the social sciences.

The second section, titled “Research Design,” comprises five chapters and serves as one of the
core components of the textbook on research methods. This section focuses on identifying social issues,
particularly those related to crime and criminal justice, and guides readers on how to formulate research
questions and hypotheses. It also introduces various research approaches and goals, measurement levels,
and appropriate measurement and sampling methods based on the research purposes and hypotheses.
Each chapter is well-structured and can be easily divided into smaller reading sections, allowing for
flexible assignment throughout the course. While Chapter 4, “Research Questions,” and Chapter 5,
“Research Approaches and Goals,” cover essential topics, Williams could have provided more in-depth
descriptions of the different techniques and offered a broader range of research examples.

Following the first two cornerstone sections, the third, fourth, and fifth sections delve into
qualitative and quantitative data collection and their respective data analysis techniques. Section three
introduces qualitative methods, including focus groups, field research such as participant observation,
and qualitative data analysis. A notable feature of this textbook is section four, which is uniquely
dedicated to a single chapter, “Interviews.” In this chapter, Williams thoroughly explains the differences
between quantitative and qualitative interview techniques, highlighting their strengths and weaknesses.
This approach aligns with the strategy I have always considered effective when teaching chapters on
surveys and interviews.

The final, fifth section covers quantitative data collection and analysis, including surveys,
experiments, and the statistical analysis of quantitative data. This section effectively bridges research
methods with statistics in the social sciences, making it particularly valuable for students in criminal
justice programs who are preparing for advanced coursework. Despite the textbook’s many strengths, I
would suggest the author or any future author creating a derivative or remixed version of the textbook
incorporate more photos, images, and charts to visually exemplify the concepts discussed in each
chapter. This would aid readers in understanding methodological techniques through visual
representation.

Research Methods for Criminal Justice Students is well-suited for undergraduate methods
courses in most social sciences. Each section covers fundamental concepts and techniques essential for
understanding research methods in the social sciences. Published in 2022, the OER content is up to date
and relevant. The book is a valuable resource for students and instructors, novices and experts alike. It
caters not only to those in criminology and criminal justice but also to individuals from different
academic backgrounds. While it may have a few shortcomings, the book remains highly relevant by
introducing fundamental social research concepts and methodologies that are increasingly evident in
media and everyday life.
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