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ABSTRACT 

Introduction: This scoping review investigated the extent of academic library contributions to creating, curat-
ing, educating, and funding open educational resources (OER) in higher education. 
Methods: Focusing on PRISMA-ScR guidelines, eight databases were searched from inception through 2021 
for relevant articles in the English language, focusing on academic librarian or library involvement in OER. 
Results: From over 900 results, 110 articles were identified for inclusion, after narrowing to include only 
articles related to the role of academic libraries in the advancement of OER, specifically those tagged with 
the labels Creating, Curating, Educating, and Funding. The data extracted from the 110 articles were charted, 
and included information like article characteristics, types of OER discussed, motivations for involvement in 
OER, and types of academic library involvement in OER. 
Discussion: Of the 110 articles included in the review, 70 articles reported on academic librarian involvement 
in educating students, faculty, or staff about OER, 55 on academic library involvement in funding OER, 54 on 
academic librarian involvement in curating OER, and 40 on academic librarian involvement in creating OER. 
Textbooks were the type of OER discussed most often, and textbook affordability and lowering costs for stu-
dents were the most frequently mentioned motivations for library OER initiatives. 
Conclusion: Academic librarians play a multifaceted role in OER initiatives, making a significant impact as 
educators and advocates. However, they also contribute in other ways, such as funding, curating, and support-
ing the creation and adoption of OER, which has the power to improve accessibility, affordability, and student 
learning outcomes. 
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IMPLICATIONS FOR PRACTICE 

1. Academic librarians should contribute to OER efforts at their institutions in ways 
that make sense for their circumstances (e.g., organizational realities, resource allo-
cation and infrastructure, staffing, student and faculty needs). 

2. Academic librarians can lead or participate in initiatives, such as educating, curating, 
creating, and funding, that advance OER. 

3. Academic librarians should consider partnering with faculty members and other units 
on campus to advance OER at their institutions. 

INTRODUCTION 

Open educational resources (OER) are a current trend in higher education, with many aca-
demic libraries seeking to play a role in their adoption and proliferation. UNESCO coined the 
term in 2002 and later defined OER as “learning, teaching and research materials in any for-
mat and medium that reside in the public domain or are under copyright that have been 
released under an open license, that permit no-cost access, re-use, re-purpose, adaptation 
and redistribution by others” (UNESCO, 2019). The five rights, or Rs, of OER are retain, 
revise, remix, redistribute, and reuse (Wiley, 2024). Often, the conversation around OER 
centers around open textbooks, but OER encompasses other types of learning materials, 
including presentation slides, digital objects, and even interactive learning modules. 

Academic librarians often feel they are uniquely suited to support OER in higher education 
because of their searching skills that can be used to find existing OER relevant to particular 
needs, their experience dealing with open licensing, and their commitment to accessible infor-
mation, among other reasons (Jensen & West, 2015). However, it is not clear what role aca-
demic libraries are taking in practice with OER at their institutions. A scoping review of the 
library and information science literature seeking out reports of what academic libraries are 
doing at their institutions in regard to OER and how they are doing it was needed to better 
understand this topic. 

We started with the question: What is the role of academic libraries in OER initiatives? The 
focus was on academic libraries and librarians, specifically related to their role in their insti-
tutions’ OER initiatives. As we did initial searches of the literature, we narrowed our research 
question to: What role do academic libraries play in the advancement of OER through their 
initiatives? Specifically, we looked at the activities of creating, curating, educating, and funding 
related to OER. Through our data collection, we also answered the questions of: What are the 

2 | eP20410  Journal of Librarianship and Scholarly Communication 



Gaylor et al. | Academic Libraries Advancing Open Educational Resources: A Scoping Review 

primary motivators behind academic libraries playing a role in the advancement of OER? And 
what types of OER are academic libraries contributing to? 

METHODS 

This scoping review was conducted following the guidelines recommended by the “Preferred 
Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses Extension for Scoping Reviews” 
(PRISMA-ScR; Tricco et al., 2018). For a more detailed explanation of the scoping review 
methods used, see Evener et al. (2024). 

Search process 

Between October and November 2021, the authors performed comprehensive searches in the 
following electronic databases known for indexing content related to library science and edu-
cation: ERIC via EBSCO; Information Science via Gale; Information Science & Technology 
Abstracts via EBSCO; Library, Information Science, & Technology Abstracts via EBSCO; 
Professional Development Collection via EBSCO; Education Database via ProQuest; Digital 
Commons: Higher Education Commons; and Digital Commons: Library and Information 
Science Commons. 

The search strategy utilized a keyword combination drafted by the authors and further refined 
through team discussion. The authors used keywords such as “OER,” “academic,” and 
“libraries” to identify relevant articles that specifically focused on OER in relation to academic 
libraries. The search strategy also included Boolean operators and an English language filter 
when available. See Table 1 for the full search strategy for one of the databases used in this 
study as an example. 

Database Search Strategy Applied Filters 

ERIC via EBSCO (“open education* resources” OR “OER” OR 
“open textbooks”) AND (academic OR university 
OR college OR “Higher Education”) AND (librar*) 

English 

Table 1. Search Strategy and Filters Used for Database Search 

Each author searched at least one of the databases and charted the searches in a shared Excel 
spreadsheet. We noted the database, institutional access, name of person conducting the 
search, search strategy used, number of results, applied filters, permalink to search results, 
and any additional comments needed. Search results were exported to Zotero (i.e., open-
source reference management software) and then duplicates were removed. 
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Study selection 

For inclusion in this review, articles needed to discuss or focus on OER initiatives led or sup-
ported by academic libraries. Articles were included if they were written in English and pro-
vided a discussion on OER initiatives involving academic libraries. Research studies (e.g., 
quantitative, qualitative, mixed methods), news items, and book reviews were included to 
consider discussions on different roles of academic libraries in OER. Articles were excluded 
if they were not related to OER, not related to academic libraries, or were not related to librar-
ies at all. News items of one page or less, book reviews of one page or less, and conference 
abstracts were also excluded due to the lack of depth included in the information in these 
types of publications. We did not re-run any searches after the second round of searching 
that took place in November 2021, so that was a natural “end date” limiter on our search 
results. 

After removing duplicate results, the remaining articles (n = 561) were uploaded to Rayyan 
(i.e., web-based screening software for review studies). Titles and abstracts of articles were 
independently reviewed by the authors, divided into three groups with two members in 
each group. Each group screened 187 articles—with each member of the group reviewing 
all the articles assigned to their group and conflicts resolved through group discussion—to 
determine if they were eligible for inclusion. In the end, 299 articles were considered eligible 
for full-text review. The authors were divided into two new groups, one with four members 
and one with three members, assigned randomly. 

As part of the full-text review process and due in part to the high volume of sources returned, 
we decided to further narrow our focus. As we also explored and became more familiar with the 
body of literature around the topic of OER, we noticed themes, not all of which were appli-
cable to our interests. Based on our observations, we compiled a set list of 15 thematic tags that 
included Affordability, Assessment, Collaborations, Commentary, Creating, Curating, Edu-
cating, Funding, Future-Casting, Hosting, Information Literacy, LIS Education, Policy, 
Repositories, Survey, and Textbooks. 

Due to our particular interest in how academic libraries and librarian initiatives advanced 
OER, we chose to narrow our research question to: What role do academic libraries play 
in the advancement of OER through their initiatives? Specifically, we included only articles 
that we tagged with the labels Creating, Curating, Educating, and Funding—all actions we 
associated with helping to move the OER movement forward. 

We defined creating as academic libraries participating in constructing new OER; for example, 
partnering with faculty content experts to write an open textbook, or a librarian building a 
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digital learning object. We defined curating as academic libraries participating in finding and 
bringing together OER already available; for example, a librarian helping a faculty member 
find an open textbook that already exists to adopt in their course. We defined educating as 
academic libraries participating in teaching and informing campus communities about 
OER; for example, a librarian leading a workshop for faculty, introducing them to OER. 
Finally, we defined funding as academic libraries participating in paying for the production 
or adoption of OER at their institution; for example, an academic library with a grant program 
to pay faculty members a stipend for writing an open textbook. 

At the end of the review, 110 articles were included in the study (see Figure 1 for the PRISMA 
flow chart). 

Data charting 

The authors extracted data on article characteristics (e.g., year of publication, names and geo-
graphic location of universities and colleges involved), types of OER discussed, motivations 
for involvement in OER, and the types of academic library involvement in OER (i.e., creating, 
curating, educating, funding). The article characteristics extracted were in line with the rec-
ommendations from JBI on data extraction in scoping reviews (Peters et al., 2020). Each 
author extracted data from an assigned selection of articles, recording the data in a shared 
spreadsheet (see Appendix). We used the chart to isolate the data points enumerated in 
the Results section. 

RESULTS 

Summary of the characteristics of evidence 

A total of 110 articles were included in this scoping review. Table 2 provides a summary of the 
characteristics that emerged from the articles. Note that for some characteristics, articles could 
fall under more than one category. For example, an article could specify that both textbook 
affordability and student success were motivators for OER at their institution or for their ini-
tiative, and the article would be counted in both categories. 

Geographic location and institution of OER initiatives 

The distribution of articles by year of publication is represented in Figure 2. The most fre-
quent years of publication were 2020 (25%), 2019 (16%), and 2017 (13%). 
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Figure 1. Results of literature search after citation screening, duplicate removal, and full-text document 
screening with reasons for exclusion. 

6 | eP20410  Journal of Librarianship and Scholarly Communication 



Gaylor et al. | Academic Libraries Advancing Open Educational Resources: A Scoping Review 

Characteristic Categories Number of studies 
(n=110) 

Date of Publication 2016–2021 86 

2010–2015 22 

Before 2010 (2009) 1 

Geographic 
Location 

USA 90 

Europe/UK 6 

Asia-Pacific 5 

Africa 3 

North America (non-USA) 2 

Not Identified 4 

Motivation Textbook Affordability 70 

Accessibility of education 26 

Student Success/Support Learning 21 

Supporting Faculty Needs 9 

Changing roles for libraries 6 

Library Budget/High Cost of Information 
Resources 

3 

Faculty Control of Course Resources 3 

Helping Library Profession 2 

Social Justice 2 

Quality of Resources 2 

Librarian Skillset 1 

Deeper Research Engagement 1 

Initiatives Educating 70 

Funding 55 

Curating 54 

Creating 40 

OER Textbooks 85 

Course Materials 29 

Did Not Specify 7 

Tutorials 5 

3Course Content 

Journals 3 

Videos 3 

Course Assignments 2 

Table 2. Summary of the Characteristics of Evidence (Table continues on following page) 
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Characteristic Categories Number of studies 
(n=110) 

Research Guides 2 

Historical Documents 1 

Government Documents 1 

Lesson Plans 1 

Open Books 1 

Tests 1 

Software 1 

Question Banks 1 

Repositories 1 

Learning Objects 1 

Table 2 (continued) 

Figure 2. Frequency of publications by year. 

The OER initiatives discussed in the included articles took place in a variety of countries 
(Figure 3). Most OER initiatives were conducted in the United States (82%), followed by 
Europe/United Kingdom (5%), Asia/Pacific (5%), Africa (3%), North America (non-
USA) (2%), and not identified (4%). Of course, including only articles published in English 
influenced this distribution, making articles related to libraries in non-English-speaking coun-
tries less likely to be included. Within the United States, Texas had the most universities and 
colleges mentioned (11% of 64 named colleges or universities in the United States), followed 
by Oregon (9%) and California (8%). 
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Figure 3. Geographical distribution by college or university where OER initiative(s) occurred. 

Sixteen universities and colleges were mentioned more than once in the results. Oregon State 
University (five article mentions) and North Carolina State University (five article mentions) 
were the most frequently mentioned. Among the universities and colleges mentioned more 
than once, 88% of them were R1 doctoral universities with very high research activity. Only 
one M1 university, Southeast Missouri State University, and one mixed transfer college, Linn-
Benton Community College, were mentioned more than once. 

OER initiatives, types, and motivations 

The distribution of the four OER themes studied is summarized in Figure 4. Educating ini-
tiatives were the most frequently mentioned (64% of all included articles), followed by fund-
ing (50%), curating (49%), and creating (36%). 

To help distinguish the types of OER, we assigned tags to the OER content types featured in 
each of the articles (see Table 3). As expected, textbooks were the leading type of OER (57% 
of all assigned tags), followed by general course materials (20%), and tutorials (3.38%). Some 
articles (4.73%) did not specify types of OER, but rather discussed OER in broad terms. 

Textbook affordability and lowering costs for students were the most frequently mentioned 
motivations for OER initiatives (46% of all mentions). Other motivations mentioned 
included accessibility of education (17% of all mentions), student success and learning 
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Figure 4. Frequency of academic library involvement in OER initiatives by category. 

Tag Frequency Percentage 

Textbooks 85 57.43% 

Course Materials 29 19.59% 

Did not specify 7 4.73% 

Tutorials 5 3.38% 

Course Content 3 2.03% 

Journals 3 2.03% 

Videos 3 2.03% 

Course Assignments 2 1.35% 

Research Guides 2 1.35% 

Historical Documents 1 0.68% 

Government Documents 1 0.68% 

Lesson Plans 1 0.68% 

Open Books 1 0.68% 

Tests 1 0.68% 

Software 1 0.68% 

Question Banks 1 0.68% 

Repositories 1 0.68% 

Learning Objects 1 0.68% 

Table 3. Type and Frequency of OER Mentioned in Included Articles 
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(16%), faculty support (6%), changing roles for libraries (3%), quality of resources (2%), 
faculty freedom to customize course resources (2%), and library budget and high cost of infor-
mation (1%). 

Results of individual sources 

It is evident that academic libraries and librarians play central roles in OER initiatives. The 110 
articles reviewed by the authors show how academic libraries serve as OER supporters and 
providers for educators, content creators, curators, and collaborators. 

The table in the Appendix provides a breakdown of the data from each source. 

DISCUSSION 

For this study, we reviewed 110 articles published between 2009 and 2021 that discussed 
academic library involvement in creating, curating, educating, or funding OER. We aimed 
to better understand how academic libraries participated in OER in these four roles and what 
their primary motivations were. 

Advancing OER 

The following discussion summarizes the studies within the context of the four themes on 
which we focused. Note that each of the articles reviewed could be tagged with one or several 
of the four themes. In fact, only 33 of the 110 included sources mentioned just one of the four 
themes. 

Educating about OER 

Seventy of the 110 articles included in this study described how academic librarians were 
involved in educating about OER, which was the category tag that appeared most frequently 
among all the included articles. We defined educating as academic librarians involved in teach-
ing students, faculty, staff, or others about OER. Again, textbooks were the most common 
type of OER discussed in these articles, with 59 of the 70 articles that mentioned educating 
also mentioning textbooks, specifically. For example, Esposito (2019) mentioned a for-credit 
course about OERs that librarians at Florida State College, Jacksonville, taught. Pate (2021) 
discussed how librarians at the University of North Alabama participated in an OER working 
group that hosted workshops for teaching and library faculty to promote awareness of OER on 
campus. Going a step further, Bazeley et al. (2019) described how librarians at Miami 
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University of Ohio lead learning communities, comprised of 6 to 15 members of the faculty 
and staff, that either included a unit on OER or focused on OER entirely. 

Some authors described librarians educating about other kinds of OER, including tutorials 
(e.g., Palmer et al., 2012) and other kinds of course content (e.g., Anderson et al., 2017). 

While educating faculty and other librarians appeared often in the literature, Buck and 
Valentino (2018) uniquely created a course to educate students on OER and social justice. 
Other librarians have educated through workshops, guides, and tutorials, and advised faculty 
members individually who are creating or want to adopt OER for their courses. Further 
research is needed to investigate more fully how academic librarians are educating others 
at their institutions about OER. 

Funding OER creation and adoption 

Fifty-five of the 110 articles included in this study described how academic librarians were 
involved in funding OER. We defined funding as academic libraries providing funding in 
support of OER, including providing grants to faculty to write or adopt OER textbooks. 
Again, the type of OER librarians most frequently funded were textbooks (50 of the 55 articles 
tagged with funding were also tagged with textbooks), either funding the creation or adoption 
of open textbooks in courses. 

For example, Bridgeman (2021) described a program at Rutgers University that provided 
monetary incentive awards to faculty members who use “open or affordable course materials” 
in their courses. While these materials could be OER, faculty members were also encouraged 
to use already-existing library resources or course reserves to achieve affordability for students. 
While the incentive was only for using, not creating, OER, many faculty members did develop 
their own materials to customize their courses. Likewise, Murphy and Shelley (2020) 
described a grant offered at North Carolina State University through the libraries meant 
to reward faculty members who “adopt, adapt, or create” resources in their courses to replace 
traditional textbooks. They even developed a grant to support open pedagogy projects that 
involved students participating in content creation. 

Throughout the included articles that listed specific dollar amounts for their grants or awards, 
the amounts ranged from $300 (e.g., Ferguson, 2017) to $15,000 (e.g., Bell, 2015). 

Questions related to academic library funding of OER include the libraries’ source of funds 
for these programs and potential limitations on funding due to funding caps or limited 
availability of funds. Doan (2017) shared that funding for North Carolina State University’s 
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Alt-Textbook project came from an Institute of Museum and Library Services National Lead-
ership Grant. Other libraries may build the cost into their annual budgets. These methods 
might mean that funds are limited from year to year, and faculty members access the awards 
on a first-come, first-served basis. An in-depth exploration of these questions requires further 
research. 

Curating OER content 

Fifty-four of the 110 articles included in this study described how academic librarians were 
involved in curating OER. We defined curating as academic librarians involved in finding 
OER content that already exists. Forty articles discussed librarian involvement in curating 
textbooks, making it the most frequently mentioned type of OER in this category. For exam-
ple, Billings et al. (2012) discussed how the university libraries at UMass Amherst assisted 
faculty members with finding existing OER through sites such as Academic Commons, MER-
LOT, and others. Dozier (2021) likewise helped faculty members find and choose OER for 
their courses. 

Braddlee and VanScoy (2019) surveyed faculty members and found that they value librarians’ 
role in discovering OER. Upneja (2020) surveyed a mixture of library professionals, faculty, 
and students in India and found that “identification” of OER was the second most frequent 
response to the question of what roles librarians play in OER. 

Some authors described librarians curating other types of OER, including videos (e.g., Coiffe, 
2014), government documents (e.g., Hallam et al., 2021), and learning objects (e.g., 
Xu, 2017). 

In future research, it would be useful to investigate how academic librarians curate OER: 
online guides, creating repositories, assisting individual faculty members directly, or including 
open textbooks in their existing library catalogs. 

Creating OER content 

Forty of the 110 articles included in this study described how academic librarians were 
involved in creating OER. We defined creating as academic librarians involved in producing 
new OER. Twenty-seven articles discussed librarian involvement in creating textbooks, mak-
ing it the most frequently mentioned type of OER in this category. For example, Todorinova 
and Wilkinson (2020) found in a survey of faculty members that faculty members at Rutgers 
University reported consulting with librarians while creating OER for their courses. Suhr 
(2016) reflected on librarian participation in an OER cohort assembled to spearhead a pilot 
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OER creation project at Southeast Missouri State University. Librarians served in an advisory 
capacity for the cohort of faculty members from a range of disciplines. 

Some authors described librarians creating or contributing to creating other types of OER, 
including course assignments (e.g., Archambault, 2018), open access journals (e.g., Bailey, 
2017), tutorials (e.g., Elliott & Fabbro, 2015), and, of course, research guides (e.g., 
Lauseng et al., 2021). 

While we did not include this in our investigation, it would be interesting to determine how 
many of these projects to create OER were partnerships or collaborations with teaching faculty 
and how many involved librarians creating OER on their own. 

Affordability and accessibility in higher education 

The literature indicated that academic librarian participation in OER was motivated by the 
desire to lower costs for students and make textbooks more affordable. Nearly half of the 
included articles mentioned affordability as a primary motivator for academic librarian 
involvement with OER. Considering the continuing concerns about the cost of higher edu-
cation, particularly in the United States (Johnson Hess, 2021), this motivation makes sense. 

Accessibility of education was a motivator indicated in almost 18% of the sources, often in 
conjunction with affordability. For example, Beile et al. (2020) cited textbook cost as a barrier 
to higher education, and Smith and Lee (2017) maintained that OER are “an important 
method of providing access to quality information” in higher education courses, considering 
“the ever-increasing cost of scholarly and educational publications” (p. 106). The third most 
cited motivator (14%) was student success and learning, again, with many authors tying this to 
textbook affordability: students who don’t have access to expensive textbooks because they 
can’t afford them may struggle to be successful in the course (Florida Virtual Campus, 2016). 

The types of OER mentioned in the included articles also align with affordability as a moti-
vator. We found that 57% of the included articles specified textbooks as the OER with which 
academic librarians were involved, and almost 20% of the included articles specified course 
materials. Course materials could include textbooks, but we used this tag when textbooks were 
not specifically named, and we could not be sure whether the authors meant textbooks or 
other kinds of course materials. 

Though the literature mentioned other types of OER, including tutorials, journals, videos, 
and digital learning objects, fewer than 5% of the included articles mentioned these types. 
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With the motivation of lowering costs for students, it makes sense that the focus would be on 
moving expensive textbooks or other course materials to free, open options. 

The focus on the affordability of higher education may contribute to the reason the majority 
(82%) of the articles we found centered on institutions in the United States, where higher 
education costs have almost tripled on average in the last 25 years (Korhonen, 2025). Cer-
tainly, limiting the results to only those written in English contributed to a higher percentage 
of articles focused on the United States, as well. Of the 16 included sources that discussed 
higher education institutions outside the United States, only 4 mentioned affordability as 
a motivator for librarian OER involvement. 

RECENT TRENDS 

The role of academic librarians in OER is ever evolving as institutions, content experts, and 
librarians determine how to approach the question of OER and how librarians can contribute. 
Santos-Hermosa (2024) suggested that most academic libraries are taking a role in supporting 
OER at their institutions, but some are still unclear about what role they can or should adopt. 
Some institutions have created specific OER librarian positions. In interviews with 12 OER 
librarians in the United States, LeMire (2025) reported that participants’ OER responsibilities 
focused on discovery of OER resources for courses (curation), managing internal OER grants 
(funding), and maintaining OER publishing platforms and support for OER development 
production (creation). 

Educating about OER 

Recent literature shows that educational efforts remain a prominent role for academic libraries 
to advance OER at their institutions. Our findings reflect the scholarship as it relates to what 
types of OER academic libraries are educating faculty about, the themes and topics addressed 
in these educational opportunities, and the various formats in which these opportunities are 
organized. Textbooks continue to be a common type of OER centered in these educational 
efforts (Katz & Deckman, 2024; Kirschner et al., 2023; Wilfong et al., 2024). Yet other types 
of OER were discussed as well, such as an interactive atlas, student-created modules, exam 
study materials, and other materials (Kirschner et al., 2023). 

As we found in the current study, the latest research also indicates that while OER is at the 
center of these education programs, academic libraries differ in what they focus on across 
themes and topics. Some recent studies explored various educational topics related to 
OER, such as defining what OER means, introducing open pedagogy, evaluating existing 
OER resources for adaptation, Creative Commons licensing, and publication platforms 
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for OER (Banyas et al., 2023; LeMire, 2025). Katz and Deckman (2024) provided an inter-
esting case study of piloting OER educational opportunities for faculty within the intentional 
context of antiracism. This focus resonates with results from the current study, with social 
justice being an ongoing focus in OER education and OER in general (Buck & 
Valentino, 2018). 

Parallel to what the current study’s findings suggested, the extant literature explores how aca-
demic libraries are expanding the potential formats of how they are educating faculty about 
OER. Recent studies have demonstrated educational opportunities in a variety of forms, 
including asynchronous Canvas-based workshops, tutorials, online guides, Open Education 
Week events, textbook review services, and campus committee participation (Katz & 
Deckman, 2024; Kirschner et al., 2023; LeMire, 2025; Wilfong et al., 2024). Another exam-
ple is a cross-disciplinary faculty learning community, which Banyas et al. (2023) piloted and 
examined as a collaborative outreach approach for educating faculty about OER. 

Funding OER creation and adoption 

Library funding still frequently goes toward textbook affordability initiatives, most often in 
the form of stipends awarded to faculty who create or adopt zero or low-cost course materials 
(Bishop et al., 2025; Chaudhuri, 2024; Doherty & Carlson, 2024; Kirschner et al., 2023; 
Mann et al., 2024; Miller, 2022; Phares & Garcia, 2023). For example, Bishop et al. 
(2025) detailed how librarians at the University of Nebraska used grant-funding to initiate 
a textbook affordability program that has awarded over 75 grants to faculty who have tran-
sitioned their courses to low or no-cost materials as of spring 2024. The success of this program 
has led the university’s Chancellor’s Office, Provost’s Office, and two other departments to 
provide further funding for this initiative. 

A trend observed in recent articles is libraries partnering with other university departments to 
pool funding for OER initiatives. Kirschner et al. (2023) provided an overview of OER ini-
tiatives in the health sciences at three universities in Virginia, including the OER grant pro-
gram at West Virginia University, where the library partnered with the Teaching and Learning 
Commons to provide funding to faculty who want to revamp their courses to be low or no-
cost. At the University of Wisconsin-Superior, a merger of the library with the Center for 
Excellence in Teaching and Learning in 2020 fueled OER efforts as a portion of the CETL’s 
faculty development funding was now set aside for OER initiatives, including a “mini-grant” 
program that compensated faculty who adopted or created OER textbooks (Mann et al., 
2024). And Miller (2022) detailed how Minnesota State University, Mankato’s library part-
nered with the IT Solutions department to create and fund OER programs across four 
campuses. 

16 | eP20410 Journal of Librarianship and Scholarly Communication 



Gaylor et al. | Academic Libraries Advancing Open Educational Resources: A Scoping Review 

Finding a consistent source of funding is still a question for academic libraries pursuing 
OER initiatives. Scott and Scott (2025) surveyed 140 academic librarians in the United 
States on “library-led textbook affordability initiatives” and found that 61% of respondents 
exclusively used their collection budgets to fund initiatives, 30% used a combination 
of collection budget and other funding, and 6% relied “exclusively on a single non-
collections budget funding source.” Furthermore, finding permanent funding for their in-
itiatives was a concern brought up frequently in interviews conducted with 22 of the survey 
participants. 

Curating OER content 

Curating OER content remains a significant role for academic libraries and librarians, partic-
ularly as more OER are created and made available, and stakeholders must sort through addi-
tional options and sources for content. Walters (2024) discussed the deficiencies inherent in 
having more than 300 directories for OER, many of them of low quality. Chakrabarti and 
Maharana’s (2025) work on OER repositories in India demonstrated that this problem is 
not unique to the United States higher education experience. Antes (2025) commented 
on the problem of existing repositories and guides that don’t “talk” to each other and suggested 
national or state systems to pull together OER from disparate sources. 

Creating OER content 

Academic librarians continue to take an active role in creating OER content. One devel-
opment in the literature is academic librarians emerging as content experts in the creation 
of OER, rather than supporting subject-specialist faculty members in creating the content. 
For example, librarians are creating OER in the area of information literacy (Kowalik, 
2025; Tillotson et al., 2025) and library information science programs (Henke et al., 
2025). 

Another trend discussed in the literature since the original data were collected is academic 
libraries acting as open access publishers. Salisbury et al. (2023) detailed an initiative at La 
Trobe University in Australia in which the library is situated as an open textbook publisher. 
The library received an institutional grant for the initiative and partnered with academic fac-
ulty to create an open textbook publishing process. The library handles the publication process 
from pitches from the authors to supporting manuscript writing to publication design and 
production. Duffy (2024) described similar initiatives in Ireland where academic libraries 
have launched library publishing services focused on open access journals and open educa-
tional resources. 
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Affordability and accessibility in higher education 

Textbook and course materials affordability was the motivation cited most often by academic 
libraries and librarians for being involved with OER at their institutions, according to the 
sources included in this study. While affordability and accessibility of higher education remain 
the primary concerns behind OER initiatives, they are becoming more of a gateway motivator. 
Academic libraries involve themselves in OER work because of affordability, but increasingly, 
their motive shifts from cost savings to improving pedagogy through customized OER 
(LeMire, 2025). Still, Wilkinson (2024) found that fewer than 50% of Association of 
Research Libraries member institutions maintained textbook affordability programs, with 
less than half of those focusing only on OER and open textbooks. Approximately 10% of 
the libraries studied had prior programs that had been discontinued, often due to library 
budget cuts. 

LIMITATIONS 

We acknowledge that there are limitations to our scoping review that could affect our results. 
One limitation is that we could not search all LIS databases, as we were limited to what we 
could access through our jobs and public libraries. Also, because our search terms used the 
terminology—open educational resources—that was not coined until 2002, we likely would 
have found additional sources published before 2010 if we had also included older terms such 
as open educational content or open content. 

Additionally, we did not search some of the sources of gray literature, like blogs and websites, 
where academic libraries might detail their work in OER. As such, we may have missed ex-
amples of academic library OER involvement that were not formally published. Finally, we 
completed our last database search in November 2021, which means no information pub-
lished after that date is included in the data set. However, the Recent Trends section above 
does outline current developments and trends that have occurred since the completion of 
the study. 

CONCLUSION 

For this scoping review, our team set out to identify the roles of academic libraries and librar-
ians in advancing OER initiatives. From a wider net of 299 articles, we found that 110 related 
to academic libraries and librarians advancing OER through creating, curating, educating, and 
funding OER initiatives. We revised our research question to focus on these areas. 
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The articles surveyed in this study give examples of how academic librarians have served as 
educators and advocates for OER, using various modes of instruction and outreach to pro-
mote its benefits across their institutions. While education and advocacy emerged as roles for 
librarians in the OER lifecycle, the review also highlighted how academic libraries contributed 
to funding OER initiatives, specifically by providing faculty with grants or other incentives to 
adopt, adapt, or create OER for their courses. 

We also focused on librarians’ involvement in curating and creating OER. As curators, librar-
ians have used their expertise in content management to make OER more accessible and 
ingestible for students. Whether through managing repositories, developing research guides, 
or course integration, library catalogs and discovery systems, librarians contribute to how 
information is organized and shared within their institutions. Although we defined creating 
OER as direct participation in the production of OER content, librarians more commonly 
acted as consultants or collaborators rather than creators. From assisting faculty in locating 
resources to offering copyright recommendations, librarians supply faculty with the knowl-
edge and tools needed to successfully adopt, adapt, or develop OER. 

Further research is needed in several areas related to this study, but nevertheless, it is useful to 
see what roles academic librarians are playing in the advancement of OER initiatives. As the 
cost of higher education continues to climb, librarians will play an increasingly important role 
in alleviating the financial burden on students, working closely with faculty to improve access 
to learning materials, which could enhance retention and student success. Overall, within the 
OER ecosystem, librarians are situated to make substantial and evolving contributions to the 
advancement of open education. 
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Curating 
Educating 

Textbooks 

Did not 
specify 

Affordability 

None Given 

Queensborough 
Community 
College 

N/A 

United 
States 

N/A 

Braddlee, D., & VanScoy, 
A. (2019). Bridging the 
chasm: Faculty support 
roles for academic 

Curating 
Educating 
Funding 

Did not 
specify 

Accessibility 
Affordability 

Student 
Success 

Virginia 
Community 

College System 

United 
States 
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https://doi.org/10.1080/1941126X.2016.1167531
https://doi.org/10.1080/1941126X.2016.1167531
https://doi.org/10.1080/1941126X.2016.1167531
https://doi.org/10.1080/1941126X.2016.1167531
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librarians in the 
adoption of open 
educational resources. 
College & Research 
Libraries, 80(4), 426– 
449. https://doi.org/10 
.5860/crl.80.4.426 

Bridgeman, M. (2020). 
Open and affordable 
textbooks: Approaches 
to OER pedagogy. 
Library Hi Tech News, 
37(7), 15–17. https://doi 
.org/10.1108/LHTN-
04-2020-0034 

Bridgeman, M. (2021). 
The Rutgers University 
Libraries open and 
affordable textbook 
(OAT) program. 
Medical Reference 
Services Quarterly, 40 
(3), 292–302. https://doi 
.org/10.1080/02763869 
.2021.1945864 

Funding 

Funding 

Textbooks 

Textbooks 

Affordability 

Affordability 

Rutgers 
University 

Rutgers 
University 

United 
States 

United 
States 

Buck, S., & Valentino, M. 
L. (2018). OER and 
social justice: A 
colloquium at Oregon 
State University. 
Journal of 
Librarianship and 
Scholarly 
Communication, 6(2). 
https://doi.org/10.7710/ 
2162-3309.2231 

Bulock, C., & 
Pennington, B. (2016). 
Report of the ALCTS 
Continuing Resources 
Section College & 
Research Libraries 

Creating 
Educating 

Educating 
Funding 

Did not 
specify 

Textbooks 

Budget 

Affordability 

Oregon State 
University 

Kansas State 
University 

United 
States 

United 
States 
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https://doi.org/10.1080/02763869.2021.1945864
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interest group meeting. 
American Library 
Association Annual 
Meeting, San Francisco, 
June 2015. Technical 
Services Quarterly, 33 
(3), 308–310. https://doi 
.org/10.1080/07317131 
.2016.1169838 

Chadwell, F. A., & Fisher, 
D. M. (2016). Creating 
open textbooks: A 
unique partnership 
between Oregon State 
University Libraries and 
Press and Open Oregon 
State. Open Praxis, 8(2), 
123–130. https://search 
.informit.org/doi/abs/10 
.3316/INFORMIT 
.071772649512183 

Creating Textbooks Affordability 
Quality of 
Resources 

Oregon State 
University 

Libraries and 
Press and Open 
Oregon State 

United 
States 

Clobridge, A. (2015). 
Libraries, meet open 
textbooks. Online 
Searcher, 39(3), 68–70. 

Coiffe, D. J. (2014). 
Harnessing open 
internet media 
resources. IATUL 
Annual Conference 
Proceedings, 35, 1–8. 

Creating 
Funding 

Curating 

Textbooks 

Videos 

Affordability 

Student 
Success 

Tidewater 
Community 
College; 
mentioned 
Shoreline 
Community 
College; State 
University of 
New York; 
Emory 

University’s 
Libraries; 

University of 
South Florida 

(USF) 

Borough of 
Manhattan 
Community 
College 

United 
States 

United 
States 
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https://docs.lib.purdue 
.edu/iatul/2014/ 
dlspace/3/ 

Cooke, R. M., & Bouché, 
A. M. (2017). Team-
teaching art 
appreciation online 
without a traditional 
textbook. Reference 
Librarian, 58(4), 238– 
256. https://doi.org/10 
.1080/02763877.2017 
.1352557 

Educating Textbooks Affordability Florida Gulf 
Coast University 

United 
States 

Crozier, H. (2018). 
Promoting open access 
and open educational 
resources to faculty. 
Serials Librarian, 74(1), 
145–150. https://doi 
.org/10.1080/0361526X 
.2018.1428470 

Educating Textbooks 
Course 
Materials 

Affordability 
Faculty 
Freedom 

Ohio Northern 
University; 
Electronic 
Technology 
Department 

United 
States 

de Jong, M., Munnick, M. 
E., & Will, N. U. 
(2019). Innovation 
opportunities for 
academic libraries to 
support teaching 
through open education: 
A case study at TU 
Delft, the Netherlands. 
New Review of 
Academic 
Librarianship, 25(2), 
392–407. https://doi 
.org/10.1080/13614533 
.2019.1621185 

Educating Textbooks Accessibility TU Delft Netherlands 

Doan, T. (2017). Why not 
OER? portal: Libraries 
and the Academy, 17(4), 
665–669. https://doi 
.org/10.1353/pla.2017 
.0039 

Curating 
Funding 

Textbooks Affordability 
Faculty 
Freedom 

North Carolina 
State University 
(Arizona State 
University) 

United 
States 
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Dozier, V. (2021). An 
embedded librarian’s 
experience piloting a 
subject-specific OER 
initiative. Education 
Libraries, 44(1), 1–16. 
https://doi.org/10 
.26443/el.v44i1.364 

Creating 
Curating 

Textbooks Accessibility 
Affordability 

Catholic 
university on the 
West Coast of 
the U.S.A. 

United 
States 

Elliott, C., & Fabbro, E. 
(2015). The Open 
Library at AU 
(Athabasca University): 
Supporting open access 
and open educational 
resources. Open Praxis, 
7(2), 133–140. 

Creating 
Curating 

Textbooks 
Journals 
Tutorials 

Accessibility 
Social Justice 

Athabasca 
University 

Canada 

Esposito, T. (2019). 
Optimizing library 
services - Digital 
Darwinism, open 
education resources 
(OERS), and the 
academic library. 
Against the Grain, 
31(2), 48–49. 

Curating 
Educating 

Textbooks Library Roles 
Changing 

Florida State 
College 

Jacksonville 

United 
States 

Essmiller, K., Thompson, 
P., & Alvaredo-
Albertorio, F. (2020). 
Performance 
improvement 
technology for building 
a sustainable OER 
initiative in an academic 
library. TechTrends, 64 
(2), 265–274. https://doi 
.org/10.1007/s11528-
019-00467-2 

Evelyn, S., & Kromer, J. 
(2018). OER evaluation 
as a means of teaching 
information literacy in 
individual and small 

Curating 
Educating 
Funding 

Curating 
Educating 

Textbooks 

Textbooks 

None Given 

Affordability 

OK State 
University 

Brown 
University 

United 
States 

United 
States 
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group settings. 
Reference Librarian, 
59(1), 1–9. https://doi 
.org/10.1080/02763877 
.2017.1402730 

Farb, S. E., & Grappone, 
T. (2014). The UCLA 
Libraries Affordable 
Course Materials 
Initiative: Expanding 
access, use, and 
affordability of course 
materials. Against the 
Grain, 26(5), 38–40. 
https://doi.org/10.7771/ 
2380-176X.6848 

Creating 
Curating 
Funding 

Textbooks 
Course 
Materials 

Affordability 
Faculty 
Support 
Student 
Success 

UCLA Library United 
States 

Farkas, M. (2013). Open 
access everything. 
American Libraries, 
44(11), 24. https://ame 
ricanlibrariesmagazine 
.org/2013/12/23/open-
access-everything/ 

Creating 
Funding 

Textbooks Affordability SUNY; Kansas 
State University 

United 
States 

Fazzino, L., & Turley, J. 
(2019). Remixing an 
open educational 
resource: A case study 
of the uncommon “R”. 
Urban Library Journal, 
25(1), 1–22. https://aca 
demicworks.cuny.edu/ 
ulj/vol25/iss1/3 

Creating 
Curating 
Educating 

Textbooks Affordability College of New 
Rochelle 

United 
States 

Ferguson, C. L. (2016). 
Textbooks in academic 
libraries. Serials 
Review, 42(3), 252– 
258. https://doi.org/10 
.1080/00987913.2016 
.1207480 

Funding 

Ferguson, C. L. (2017). 
Open educational 

Creating 
Curating 

(Table continues on following page) 

Textbooks 

Did not 
specify 

Affordability 

Accessibility 
Library Roles 

North Carolina 
State University 

University of 
Minnesota, 

United 
States 

United 
States 
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resources and 
institutional 
repositories. Serials 
Review, 43(1), 34–38. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/ 
00987913.2016 
.1274219 

Gallant, J. (2015). 
Librarians transforming 
textbooks: The past, 
present, and future of 
the Affordable Learning 
Georgia Initiative. 
Georgia Library 
Quarterly, 52(2), 
12–17. https://digita 
lcommons.kennesaw 
.edu/glq/vol52/iss2/8/ 

Educating 
Funding 

Curating 
Educating 

Textbooks 

Changing 
Student 
Success 

Affordability 

University of 
Kansas, Grand 
Valley State 
University, 
University of 
North Carolina 
Greensboro 

University 
System of 
Georgia 

United 
States 

George, K. W., & Casey, 
A. M. (2020). 
Collaboration between 
library, faculty, and 
instructional design to 
increase all open 
educational resources 
for curriculum 
development. Reference 
Librarian, 61(2), 97– 
112. https://doi.org/10 
.1080/02763877.2020 
.1749753 

German, L., & Rockwell, 
E. D. (2017). Student 
success and diversity 
and inclusion: 
OER@UH. Texas 
Library Journal, 93(4), 
10. 

Curating 
Educating 

Educating 
Funding 

Textbooks 

Textbooks 

Affordability 

Accessibility 
Affordability 

Student 
Success 

Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical 
University 

University of 
Houston 

United 
States 

United 
States 

Gits, C. (2020). Retain, 
reuse, revise, remix, 
redistribute: The launch 
of Texas Learn OER. 

Creating 
Educating 

Course 
Content 

Affordability Austin 
Community 
College 

United 
States 
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Texas Library Journal, 
96(3), 195–196. 

Goodsett, M., Loomis, B., 
& Miles, M. (2016). 
Leading campus OER 
initiatives through 
library-faculty 
collaboration. College 
& Undergraduate 
Libraries, 23(3), 335– 
342. https://doi.org/10 
.1080/10691316.2016 
.1206328 

Creating 
Educating 

Textbooks Accessibility 
Affordability 

Cleveland State 
University -
Michael 
Schwartz 
Library 

United 
States 

Graves, D. (2017). The 
challenge of open 
educational resource 
implementation at 
private institutions. 
Texas Library Journal, 
93(4), 8–9. 

Creating 
Curating 

Textbooks Affordability Trinity 
University 

United 
States 

Gwynn, D., Henry, T., & 
Craft, A. R. (2019). 
Collection creation as 
collection management: 
Libraries as publishers 
and implications for 
collection development. 
Collection 
Management, 44(2), 
206–220. https://doi 
.org/10.1080/01462679 
.2019.1579012 

Creating 
Funding 

Textbooks 
Historical 
Documents 

Affordability 
Library Roles 
Changing 

University of 
North Carolina 
at Greensboro 

(UNC 
Greensboro) 

United 
States 

Hallam, S., Willingham, 
P., & Baranovic, K. 
(2021). A process of 
engagement: Using 
government documents 
in open pedagogy. 
Journal of Academic 
Librarianship, 47(3). 
https://doi.org/10.1016/ 
j.acalib.2021.102358 

Curating Government 
Documents 
Lesson Plans 

Research 
Student 
Success 

Southeast 
Missouri State 
University 

United 
States 
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Hare, S., & Sullivan, M. 
(2020). A qualitative 
study on the digital 
preservation of OER. 
portal: Libraries and 
the Academy, 20(4), 
749–773. https://doi 
.org/10.1353/pla.2020 
.0036 

Hare, S., Frye, J. M., & 
Samuelson, B. L. 
(2020). Open pedagogy 
as an approach to 
introducing doctoral 
students to open 
educational resources 
and information literacy 
concepts. Library 
Trends, 69(2), 435–468. 
https://doi.org/10.1353/ 
lib.2020.0041 

Curating 

Educating 

Did not 
specify 

Research 
Guides 

Accessibility 
Affordability 

Student 
Success 

Student 
Success 

N/A 

Indiana 
University 

N/A 

United 
States 

Harwell, J. H., & Arthur, 
M. A. (2015). Being 
earnest with collections 
- Investing in open 
access at a small 
academic library. 
Against the Grain, 27 
(6), 75–77. https://doi 
.org/10.7771/2380-
176X.7254 

Hess, J. I., Nann, A. J., & 
Riddle, K. E. (2016). 
Navigating OER: The 
library’s role in bringing 
OER to campus. Serials 
Librarian, 70(1), 128– 
134. https://doi.org/10 
.1080/0361526X.2016 
.1153326 

Funding 

Educating 
Funding 

Textbooks 

Textbooks 
Course 
Materials 

Affordability 

Budget 

Rollins College 

The University 
of San Diego 

United 
States 

United 
States 
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https://doi.org/10.7771/2380-176X.7254
https://doi.org/10.7771/2380-176X.7254
https://doi.org/10.7771/2380-176X.7254
https://doi.org/10.7771/2380-176X.7254
https://doi.org/10.7771/2380-176X.7254
https://doi.org/10.1080/0361526X.2016.1153326
https://doi.org/10.1080/0361526X.2016.1153326
https://doi.org/10.1080/0361526X.2016.1153326
https://doi.org/10.1080/0361526X.2016.1153326
https://doi.org/10.1080/0361526X.2016.1153326
https://jlsc-pub.org
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Hoover, J., Shirkey, C., & 
Barricella, L. S. (2020). 
Exploring sustainability 
of affordability 
initiatives: A library 
case study. Reference 
Services Review, 48(3), 
447–456. https://doi 
.org/10.1108/RSR-03-

Funding Textbooks Affordability Joyner Library at 
East Carolina 
University 

United 
States 

2020-0016 

Jensen, K., & West, Q. 
(2015). Open 
educational resources 
and the higher 
education environment. 
Academic Libraries, 
76(4), 215–218. https:// 
doi.org/10.5860/crln.76 
.4.9298 

Curating 
Educating 

Textbooks Student 
Success 

Washington 
State Board for 
Community and 

Technical 
Colleges & 
University of 
Minnesota 

United 
States 

Johnson, F., & Willi 
Hooper, M. (2019). 
iFixit with the library: 
Partnering for open 
pedagogy in technical 
writing. OLA Quarterly, 
24(3), 13–17. https://doi 
.org/10.7710/1093-
7374.1950 

Educating 
Funding 

Textbooks Affordability Linn-Benton 
Community 
College 

United 
States 

Kelt, M. (2013). Adapting 
PILOT for use at 
Glasgow Caledonian 
University using open 
educational resources 
and existing material. 
ALISS Quarterly, 8(3), 
26–33. 

Creating Tutorials Student 
Success 

Glasgow 
Caledonian 
University 

Scotland 

Kohout-Tailer, J., & 
Sheaffer, K. E. (2020). 
Using open educational 
resources to empower 
student creators. 
Journal of Electronic 

Educating Did not 
specify 

Student 
Success 

Clemson 
University 

United 
States 
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https://doi.org/10.5860/crln.76.4.9298
https://doi.org/10.5860/crln.76.4.9298
https://doi.org/10.5860/crln.76.4.9298
https://doi.org/10.5860/crln.76.4.9298
https://doi.org/10.5860/crln.76.4.9298
https://doi.org/10.5860/crln.76.4.9298
https://doi.org/10.7710/1093-7374.1950
https://doi.org/10.7710/1093-7374.1950
https://doi.org/10.7710/1093-7374.1950
https://doi.org/10.7710/1093-7374.1950
https://doi.org/10.7710/1093-7374.1950
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Resources 
Librarianship, 32(1), 
11–18. https://doi.org/ 
10.1080/1941126X 
.2020.1709728 

Krier, L., Premo, R., & 
Wegmann, M. (2019). 
The future is wide open: 
Sustainable scholarly 
communications and 
affordable learning in 
libraries. Collection 
Management, 44(2), 
164–175. https://doi 
.org/10.1080/01462679 
.2019.1582392 

Curating 
Educating 
Funding 

Textbooks 
Course 
Materials 

None Given Sonoma State 
University 

United 
States 

Lantrip, J., Hofer, A., & 
McGeehon, C. (2019). 
Extending open 
textbook network 
workshop and reviews 
to include all OER and 
library materials. OLA 
Quarterly, 24(3), 18–28. 
https://doi.org/10.7710/ 
1093-7374.1951 

Lauseng, D. L., Howard, 
C., Scoulas, J. M., & 
Berry, A. (2021). 
Assessing online library 
guide use and open 
educational resource 
(OER) potential: An 
evidence-based 
decision-making 
approach. Journal of 
Web Librarianship, 
15(3), 128–153. https:// 
doi.org/10.1080/ 
19322909.2021 
.1935396 

Educating 
Funding 

Creating 

Textbooks 
Course 
Materials 

Research 
Guides 

Affordability 
Faculty 
Support 

Student 
Success 

Umpqua 
Community 
College 

University of 
Illinois Chicago 

United 
States 

United 
States 
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https://doi.org/10.1080/1941126X.2020.1709728
https://doi.org/10.1080/1941126X.2020.1709728
https://doi.org/10.1080/1941126X.2020.1709728
https://doi.org/10.1080/1941126X.2020.1709728
https://doi.org/10.1080/1941126X.2020.1709728
https://doi.org/10.1080/1941126X.2020.1709728
https://doi.org/10.1080/01462679.2019.1582392
https://doi.org/10.1080/01462679.2019.1582392
https://doi.org/10.1080/01462679.2019.1582392
https://doi.org/10.1080/01462679.2019.1582392
https://doi.org/10.1080/01462679.2019.1582392
https://doi.org/10.7710/1093-7374.1951
https://doi.org/10.7710/1093-7374.1951
https://doi.org/10.7710/1093-7374.1951
https://doi.org/10.7710/1093-7374.1951
https://doi.org/10.7710/1093-7374.1951
https://doi.org/10.1080/19322909.2021.1935396
https://doi.org/10.1080/19322909.2021.1935396
https://doi.org/10.1080/19322909.2021.1935396
https://doi.org/10.1080/19322909.2021.1935396
https://doi.org/10.1080/19322909.2021.1935396
https://doi.org/10.1080/19322909.2021.1935396
https://doi.org/10.1080/19322909.2021.1935396
https://jlsc-pub.org
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Lyon, C., Bastone, G., & 
Brandt, S. (2020). 
Opening up to OER: 
Creating open education 
awareness on a large 
campus. College & 
Research Libraries 
News, 81(6), 294–297. 
https://doi.org/10.5860/ 

Educating 
Funding 

Textbooks 
Course 
Materials 

Accessibility University of 
Texas at Austin 

United 
States 

crln.81.6.294 

McClure, M., & 
Sinkinson, C. (2020). 
Caring for students in 
postsecondary open 
educational resource 
(OER) and open 
education initiatives: 
Inviting student 
participation and voice. 
Reference Services 
Review, 48(3), 473– 
487. https://doi.org/10 
.1108/RSR-03-2020-

 

Educating 
Funding 

Textbooks 
Course 
Materials 

Affordability 
Student 
Success 

University of 
Colorado 
Boulder 

United 
States 

0018

McGeary, B., Guder, C., 
& Ganeshan, A. (2021). 
Opening up educational 
practices through 
faculty, librarian, and 
student collaboration in 
OER creation: Moving 
from labour-intensive to 
supervisory 
involvement. 
Partnership, 16(1), 
1–27. https://doi.org/10 
.21083/partnership 
.v16i1.6149 

Curating 
Educating 
Funding 

Textbooks 
Course 
Materials 

Affordability 
Faculty 
Support 

Ohio University United 
States 

Miller, R., & Homol, L. 
(2016). Building an 
online curriculum based 
on OERs: The library’s 

Curating Textbooks Accessibility University of 
Maryland 
University 
College 

United 
States 
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https://doi.org/10.5860/crln.81.6.294
https://doi.org/10.5860/crln.81.6.294
https://doi.org/10.5860/crln.81.6.294
https://doi.org/10.5860/crln.81.6.294
https://doi.org/10.5860/crln.81.6.294
https://doi.org/10.5860/crln.81.6.294
https://doi.org/10.1108/RSR-03-2020-0018
https://doi.org/10.1108/RSR-03-2020-0018
https://doi.org/10.1108/RSR-03-2020-0018
https://doi.org/10.1108/RSR-03-2020-0018
https://doi.org/10.21083/partnership.v16i1.6149
https://doi.org/10.21083/partnership.v16i1.6149
https://doi.org/10.21083/partnership.v16i1.6149
https://doi.org/10.21083/partnership.v16i1.6149
https://doi.org/10.21083/partnership.v16i1.6149
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role. Journal of Library 
& Information Services 
in Distance Learning, 
10(3), 349–359. https:// 
doi.org/10.1080/ 
1533290X.2016 
.1223957 

Morris, D. (2009). 
Encouraging more open 
educational resources 
with Southampton’s 
EdShare. Ariadne, 
30(59), 9. http://www 
.ariadne.ac.uk/issue/59/ 
morris/ 

Curating Course 
Materials 

Accessibility University of 
Southampton 

(UK) 

United 
Kingdom 

Murphy, H., & Tilley, E. 
(2019). Libraries 
supporting transition: 
Developing a pre-
arrival open educational 
resource (OER) for 
taught master’s 
students. New Review of 
Academic 
Librarianship, 25(2), 
271–294. https://doi 
.org/10.1080/13614533 
.2019.1622580 

Creating Tutorials Student 
Success 

University of 
Cambridge 
Libraries 

United 
Kingdom 

Murphy, J. A., & Shelley, 
A. (2020). Textbook 
affordability in the time 
of COVID-19. Serials 
Review, 46(3), 232– 
237. https://doi.org/10 
.1080/00987913.2020 
.1806656 

Mwinyimbegu, C. M. 
(2018). The role of 
libraries and librarians 
in open educational 
resources in Tanzania: 
The case of selected 

Funding 

Creating 
Educating 

Textbooks 

Textbooks 
Course 
Materials 

Affordability 

Accessibility 
Affordability 

North Carolina 
State University 

Libraries; 
Rutgers 

University 
Libraries 

Muhimbili 
University of 
Health and 

Allied Sciences 
(MUHAS); 

Ardhi University 

United 
States 

Tanzania 
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https://doi.org/10.1080/1533290X.2016.1223957
https://doi.org/10.1080/1533290X.2016.1223957
https://doi.org/10.1080/1533290X.2016.1223957
https://doi.org/10.1080/1533290X.2016.1223957
https://doi.org/10.1080/1533290X.2016.1223957
https://doi.org/10.1080/1533290X.2016.1223957
https://doi.org/10.1080/1533290X.2016.1223957
http://www.ariadne.ac.uk/issue/59/morris/
http://www.ariadne.ac.uk/issue/59/morris/
http://www.ariadne.ac.uk/issue/59/morris/
http://www.ariadne.ac.uk/issue/59/morris/
http://www.ariadne.ac.uk/issue/59/morris/
https://doi.org/10.1080/13614533.2019.1622580
https://doi.org/10.1080/13614533.2019.1622580
https://doi.org/10.1080/13614533.2019.1622580
https://doi.org/10.1080/13614533.2019.1622580
https://doi.org/10.1080/13614533.2019.1622580
https://doi.org/10.1080/00987913.2020.1806656
https://doi.org/10.1080/00987913.2020.1806656
https://doi.org/10.1080/00987913.2020.1806656
https://doi.org/10.1080/00987913.2020.1806656
https://doi.org/10.1080/00987913.2020.1806656
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public university 
libraries. Library 
Philosophy and 
Practice, 1–15. 

(ARU); 
University of 
Dar es Salaam 
(UDSM); the 

Open University 
of Tanzania 

(OUT) 

Nguyen-Truong, C. K. Y., 
Graves, J. M., Enslow, 
E., & Williams-Gilbert, 
W. (2019). Academic 
and community-
engaged approach to 
integrating open 
educational resources in 
population health 
course. Nurse Educator, 
44(6), 300–303. https:// 
doi.org/10.1097/NNE 
.0000000000000653 

Curating Textbooks 
Course 
Materials 

Affordability Washington 
State University 

Vancouver 

United 
States 

Okamoto, K. (2013). 
Making higher 
education more 
affordable, one course 
reading at a time: 
Academic libraries as 
key advocates for open 
access textbooks and 
educational resources. 
Public Services 
Quarterly, 9(4), 267– 
283. https://doi.org/10 
.1080/15228959.2013 
.842397 

Curating 
Educating 
Funding 

Textbooks 
Course 
Materials 

Affordability North Carolina 
State University 

Libraries, 
University of 

Massachusetts at 
Amherst 
Libraries, 

Wayne State 
University 

Libraries, Iowa 
State University 

Library, 
Houston 

Community 
College, Seattle 
Community 
Colleges, 

Paradise Valley 
Community 

College, Temple 
University 

United 
States 
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https://doi.org/10.1080/15228959.2013.842397
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Palmer, C., Booth, C., & 
Friedman, L. (2012). 
Collaborative 
customization: Tutorial 
design across 
institutional lines. 
College & Research 
Libraries News, 73(5), 
243. https://doi.org/10 
.5860/crln.73.5.8756 

Creating 
Curating 
Educating 

Tutorials Library 
Profession 
Student 
Success 

University of 
California -

Irvine 

United 
States 

Park, K., Plumer, D. C., & 
DeForest, L. (2018). 
Opening the door to 
open educational 
resources in higher 
education. Texas 
Library Journal, 94(4), 
18. 

Curating 
Educating 

Textbooks Affordability 
Student 
Success 

Texas state 
colleges and 
universities 

United 
States 

Pate, J. L. (2021). 
Supporting students: 
OER and textbook 
affordability initiatives 
at a mid-sized 
university. Serials 
Librarian, 80(1), 69– 
74. https://doi.org/10 
.1080/0361526X.2021 
.1863138 

Petrich, M. (2020). 
Building an OER 
program based on 
stakeholder feedback. 
Reference Services 
Review, 48(3), 489– 
501. https://doi.org/10 
.1108/RSR-03-2020-
0013 

Pitcher, K. (2014). 
Library publishing and 
open textbooks: The 
Open SUNY Textbooks 
program. Against the 

Educating 
Funding 

Educating 
Funding 

Creating 
Curating 
Funding 

Textbooks 

Course 
Materials 

Textbooks 

Affordability 

Affordability 
Faculty 
Support 

Library Roles 
Changing 

Affordability 
Faculty 
Support 

University of 
North Alabama 

University of 
Washington 
Tacoma 

State University 
of New York 
(SUNY), 
specifically 

SUNY Geneseo 

United 
States 

United 
States 

United 
States 
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https://doi.org/10.5860/crln.73.5.8756
https://doi.org/10.5860/crln.73.5.8756
https://doi.org/10.5860/crln.73.5.8756
https://doi.org/10.5860/crln.73.5.8756
https://doi.org/10.1080/0361526X.2021.1863138
https://doi.org/10.1080/0361526X.2021.1863138
https://doi.org/10.1080/0361526X.2021.1863138
https://doi.org/10.1080/0361526X.2021.1863138
https://doi.org/10.1080/0361526X.2021.1863138
https://doi.org/10.1108/RSR-03-2020-0013
https://doi.org/10.1108/RSR-03-2020-0013
https://doi.org/10.1108/RSR-03-2020-0013
https://doi.org/10.1108/RSR-03-2020-0013
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Grain, 26(5), 22–24. 
https://doi.org/10.7771/ 
2380-176X.6844 

Ponte, F., Lennox, A., & 
Hurley, J. (2021). The 
evolution of the Open 
Textbook Initiative. 
Journal of the 
Australian Library and 
Information 
Association, 70(2), 
194–212. https://doi 
.org/10.1080/24750158 
.2021.1883819 

Creating 
Curating 
Educating 
Funding 

Textbooks 
Course 
Materials 

Accessibility 
Affordability 

Student 
Success 

RMIT 
University 
Library 

Australia 

Raju, R., Raju, J., & 
Claassen, J. (2015). 
Open scholarship 
practices reshaping 
South Africa’s scholarly 
publishing roadmap. 
Publications, 3(4), 263– 
284. https://doi.org/10 
.3390/publica 
tions3040263 

Ran, C., Yang, L., & Jin, 
Q. (2020). The 
challenges of textbook 
access at Chinese 
transnational 
universities. portal: 
Libraries and the 
Academy, 20(4), 585– 
596. https://doi.org/10 
.1353/pla.2020.0039 

Raschke, G., & Shanks, S. 
(2011). Water on a hot 
skillet: Textbooks, open 
educational resources, 
and the role of the 

Creating 
Curating 
Funding 

Creating 
Curating 
Educating 

Curating 
Educating 

Journals 
Open Books 

Textbooks 

Textbooks 

Accessibility 
Affordability 

Accessibility 

Affordability 

University of 
Cape Town 

Libraries & other 
universities 
throughout 
South Africa 

Sino-American 
universities: 

Duke Kunshan 
University, 
Wuhan 

University, 
Duke 

University, New 
York University 
(NYU) Shanghai 
and Wenzhou-
Kean University 

(WKU) 

North Carolina 
State University 

South 
Africa 

China 

United 
States 
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https://doi.org/10.7771/2380-176X.6844
https://doi.org/10.7771/2380-176X.6844
https://doi.org/10.1080/24750158.2021.1883819
https://doi.org/10.1080/24750158.2021.1883819
https://doi.org/10.1080/24750158.2021.1883819
https://doi.org/10.1080/24750158.2021.1883819
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https://doi.org/10.3390/publications3040263
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library. Library 
Technology Reports, 
47(8), 52–57. https:// 
www.journals.ala.org/ 
index.php/ltr/article/vie 
w/4419/5129 

Reed, J. B., & Jahre, B. 
(2019). Reviewing the 
current state of library 
support for open 
educational resources. 
Collection 
Management, 44(2), 
232–243. https://doi 
.org/10.1080/01462679 
.2019.1588181 

Educating 
Funding 

Textbooks Affordability N/A N/A 

Riehman-Murphy, C., 
Raish, V., Mross, E., 
Pritt, A., & Nelson, E. 
(2020). Bridges to 
affordability: Adopting 
a university OAER 
mandate with local 
implementation. 
Reference Services 
Review, 48(3), 339– 
352. https://doi.org/10 
.1108/RSR-03-2020-
0010 

Roll, A., & Bernhardt, B. 
(2019). Report of the 
session “Open 
Education Resources 
(OER): Where Libraries 
are and Where We are 
Going,” co-Sponsored 
by the ALCTS 
Collection Management 
Section (CMS) 
Collection 
Development Librarians 
of Academic Libraries 

Curating 
Educating 
Funding 

Curating 
Educating 
Funding 

Textbooks 
Course 
Materials 

Textbooks 
Course 
Materials 

Affordability 

Affordability 
Faculty 
Support 

Pennsylvania 
State University 

Libraries 

SPARC; 
University of 
Arizona; 
Louisiana 
Library 
Network, 

California State 
University 
Fullerton 

United 
States 

United 
States 
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https://www.journals.ala.org/index.php/ltr/article/view/4419/5129
https://www.journals.ala.org/index.php/ltr/article/view/4419/5129
https://www.journals.ala.org/index.php/ltr/article/view/4419/5129
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https://doi.org/10.1080/01462679.2019.1588181
https://doi.org/10.1080/01462679.2019.1588181
https://doi.org/10.1080/01462679.2019.1588181
https://doi.org/10.1080/01462679.2019.1588181
https://doi.org/10.1080/01462679.2019.1588181
https://doi.org/10.1108/RSR-03-2020-0010
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Interest Group and the 
ACRL Distance 
Learning Section. 
American Library 
Association Annual 
Conference, New 
Orleans, June 2018. 
Technical Services 
Quarterly, 36(3), 
299–302. https://doi 
.org/10.1080/07317131 
.2019.1621564 

Salem, J. A. (2017). Open 
pathways to student 
success: Academic 
library partnerships for 
open educational 
resource and affordable 
course content creation 
and adoption. Journal 
of Academic 
Librarianship, 43(1), 
34–38. https://doi.org/ 
10.1016/j.acalib.2016 
.10.003 

Curating 
Educating 
Funding 

Textbooks Affordability University of 
Massachusetts at 
Amherst (UMass 

Amherst); 
University of 

California at Los 
Angeles 
(UCLA); 

Virginia Tech 
University; 
University of 

Hawaii 

United 
States 

Sanders, C. (2018). Let us 
get you into college: 
Community college 
librarians, Barnes & 
Noble, and OER. OLA 
Quarterly, 34(3), 
29–39. https://doi.org/ 
10.7710/1093-7374 
.1952 

Educating Textbooks 
Course 
Materials 

Affordability Clackamas 
Community 
College 

United 
States 

Sanjeeva, M., & 
Powdwal, S. (2017). 
Open educational 
resources: Role of 
libraries. SRELS 
Journal of Information 
Management, 54(5), 
260–266. 

Creating 
Educating 

Textbooks 
Course 
Materials 

Videos Tests 
Software 

None Given Institutions in 
Mumbai, India 

India 
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https://doi.org/10 
.17821/srels/2017/ 
v54i5/113211 

Santiago, A., & Ray, L. 
(2020). Navigating 
support models for OER 
publishing. Case studies 
from the University of 
Houston and the 
University of 
Washington. Reference 
Services Review, 48(3), 
397–413. https://doi 
.org/10.1108/RSR-03-
2020-0019 

Creating 
Educating 
Funding 

Textbooks 
Course 
Materials 
Question 
Banks 

Affordability 
Student 
Success 

University of 
Houston; 

University of 
Washington 

United 
States 

Santos, M. C. (2020). At 
UTSA, open 
educational resources 
deliver savings and 
reduce barriers. Texas 
Library Journal, 96(1), 
7–9. 

Schleicher, C. A., Barnes, 
C. A., & Joslin, R. A. 
(2020). OER initiatives 
at liberal arts colleges: 
Building support at 
three small, private 
institutions. Journal of 
Librarianship and 
Scholarly 
Communication, 8(1). 
https://doi.org/10.7710/ 
2162-3309.2301 

Curating 
Educating 
Funding 

Creating 
Educating 
Funding 

Textbooks 

Textbooks 

Affordability 

Student 
Success 

University of 
Texas at San 
Antonio 

Franklin & 
Marshall 
College 
(Shadek-
Fackenthal 
Library); 
Gettysburg 
College 

(Musselman 
Library); 
Macalester 

College (Dewitt 
Wallace Library) 

United 
States 

United 
States 

Secker, J., & Madjarevic, 
N. (2012). Sharing 
information literacy 
resources as open 
educational resources: 
Lessons from DELILA. 
SCONUL Focus, 

Creating 
Curating 

Tutorials Library 
Profession 

London School 
of Economics 

United 
Kingdom 
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https://doi.org/10.7710/2162-3309.2301


JLSC Volume 14, 1 

Source Citation Category Type of OER Motivation Institution(s) Geographic 
Location 

14–17. http://eprints.lse 
.ac.uk/46305/ 

Seibert, H., Miles, R., & 
Guether, C. (2019). 
Navigating 21st-century 
digital scholarship: 
Open educational 
resources (OERs), 
Creative Commons, 
copyright, and library 
vendor licenses. Serials 
Librarian, 76(1), 103– 
109. https://doi.org/10 
.1080/0361526X.2019 
.1589893 

Curating 
Educating 
Funding 

Did not 
specify 

Library Roles 
Changing 

Eastern Carolina 
University & 
Kansas State 
University 

United 
States 

Seiferle-Valenci, M. 
(2020). It’s not (just) 
about the cost: 
Academic libraries and 
intentionally engaged 
OER for social justice. 
Library Trends, 69(2), 
469–487. https://doi 
.org/10.1353/lib.2020 
.0042 

Smith, B., & Lee, L. 
(2017). Librarians and 
OER: Cultivating a 
community of practice 
to be more effective 
advocates. Journal of 
Library & Information 
Services in Distance 
Learning, 11(1), 106– 
122. https://doi.org/10 
.1080/1533290X.2016 
.1226592 

Curating 
Funding 

Creating 
Educating 

Textbooks 
Course 

Assignments 
Videos 

Textbooks 

Social Justice 

Accessibility 
Student 
Success 

University of 
Idaho 

Various in 
British 

Columbia - a 
community of 

practice group of 
postsecondary 
librarians 
(BCOER) 

United 
States 

Canada 

Sobotka, C., Wheeler, H., 
& White, H. (2019). 
Leveraging cataloging 
and collection 
development expertise 

Curating Textbooks Accessibility Mt. Hood 
Community 

College; Linn-
Benton 

United 
States 

(Table continues on following page) 

48 | eP20410 Journal of Librarianship and Scholarly Communication 

http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/46305/
http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/46305/
http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/46305/
http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/46305/
https://doi.org/10.1080/0361526X.2019.1589893
https://doi.org/10.1080/0361526X.2019.1589893
https://doi.org/10.1080/0361526X.2019.1589893
https://doi.org/10.1080/0361526X.2019.1589893
https://doi.org/10.1080/0361526X.2019.1589893
https://doi.org/10.1353/lib.2020.0042
https://doi.org/10.1353/lib.2020.0042
https://doi.org/10.1353/lib.2020.0042
https://doi.org/10.1353/lib.2020.0042
https://doi.org/10.1353/lib.2020.0042
https://doi.org/10.1080/1533290X.2016.1226592
https://doi.org/10.1080/1533290X.2016.1226592
https://doi.org/10.1080/1533290X.2016.1226592
https://doi.org/10.1080/1533290X.2016.1226592
https://doi.org/10.1080/1533290X.2016.1226592


Gaylor et al. | Academic Libraries Advancing Open Educational Resources: A Scoping Review 

Source Citation Category Type of OER Motivation Institution(s) Geographic 
Location 

to improve OER 
discovery. OLA 
Quarterly, 25(1), 
17–24. https://doi.org/ 
10.7710/1093-7374 
.1971 

Community 
College 

Soules, A. (2019). 
Textbooks and the 
library collection. 
Collection 
Management, 44(2–4), 
221–231. https://doi 
.org/10.1080/01462679 
.2019.1606747 

Curating 
Educating 

Textbooks 
Course 
Materials 

Affordability California State 
University, East 

Bay 

United 
States 

Stafford, D. (2020). 
Promoting open 
educational resources: 
A beginner’s playbook. 
Pennsylvania Libraries, 
8(2), 103–114. https:// 
doi.org/10.5195/palrap 
.2020.233 

Educating Textbooks 
Course 
Materials 

Affordability 
Faculty 
Freedom 

Kutztown 
University 

United 
States 

Stanforth, A. (2018). 
Getting up to speed on 
OER: Advice from a 
newbie. OLA Quarterly, 
24(3), 40–42. https://doi 
.org/10.7710/1093-
7374.1953 

Curating Textbooks Accessibility 
Affordability 

Portland State 
University 

United 
States 

Stevens, J., Bradbury, S., 
& Hutley, S. (2017). 
Open education in 
practice - How policy 
can lead to positive 
change. Journal of the 
Australian Library & 
Information 
Association, 66(3), 
249–258. https://doi 
.org/10.1080/24750158 
.2017.1357914 

Creating 
Curating 

Repositories Accessibility The Queensland 
University of 
Technology 

(QUT) 

Australia 
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Suhr, K. (2016). Creating 
OER: One librarian’s 
experience with a 
homegrown open 
educational resources 
project. Journal of 
Electronic Resources 
Librarianship, 28(4), 
290–293. https://doi 
.org/10.1080/1941126X 
.2016.1243890 

Creating 
Curating 
Educating 

Textbooks 
Course 
Materials 

Affordability Southeast 
Missouri State 
University 

United 
States 

Sutton, S. C., & 
Chadwell, F. A. (2014). 
Open textbooks at 
Oregon State 
University: A case 
study of new 
opportunities for 
academic libraries and 
university presses. 
Journal of 
Librarianship and 
Scholarly 
Communication, 2(4). 
https://doi.org/10.7710/ 
2162-3309.1174 

Creating Textbooks Affordability Oregon State 
University 

Libraries and 
Press 

United 
States 

Sutton, S. W., & Geuther, 
C. (2020). Open 
educational resources: 
Building collaborative 
bridges. Serials 
Librarian, 78(1), 64– 
68. https://doi.org/10 
.1080/0361526X.2020 
.1697138 

Creating 
Educating 
Funding 

Textbooks Affordability Emporia State 
University 

United 
States 

Thompson, S. D., & Muir, 
A. (2020). A case study 
investigation of 
academic library 
support for open 
educational resources in 
Scottish universities. 

Curating 
Educating 
Funding 

Textbooks 
Course 
Materials 

Accessibility 
Affordability 

Student 
Success 

Scottish 
university 
libraries 

Scotland 
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Journal of 
Librarianship and 
Information Science, 
52(3), 685–693. https:// 
doi.org/10.1177/ 
0961000619871604 

Thornton, E., & Pierce, S. 
(2020). Open 
educational resources in 
the time of COVID: 
Awareness advocacy 
and advancement: Tips 
for OER advocates. 
Arkansas Libraries, 
77(3), 16–21. 

Educating Textbooks None Given University of 
Arkansas 

United 
States 

Todorinova, L., & 
Wilkinson, Z. T. (2020). 
Incentivizing faculty for 
open educational 
resources (OER) 
adoption and open 
textbook authoring. 
Journal of Academic 
Librarianship, 46(6). 
https://doi.org/10.1016/ 
j.acalib.2020.102220 

Creating 
Curating 
Funding 

Textbooks 
Course 
Materials 

Affordability Rutgers 
University 

United 
States 

Upneja, S. K. (2020). 
Contribution of library 
professionals and 
libraries in open 
educational resources in 
Indian scenario. 
DESIDOC Journal of 
Library & Information 
Technology, 40(2), 
97–103. 

Valentino, M. L. (2015). 
Donor funded open 
educational resources: 
Making the case. 
Bottom Line, 28(4), 
112–118. https://doi 

Curating 
Educating 

Creating 
Curating 
Funding 

Textbooks 
Course 
Materials 

Textbooks 
Course 
Materials 

Accessibility 

Affordability 

Gopichand Arya 
Mahila College 

Oregon State 
University 
Libraries 

India 

United 
States 

(Table continues on following page) 

jlsc-pub.org eP20410 | 51  

https://doi.org/10.1177/0961000619871604
https://doi.org/10.1177/0961000619871604
https://doi.org/10.1177/0961000619871604
https://doi.org/10.1177/0961000619871604
https://doi.org/10.1177/0961000619871604
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.acalib.2020.102220
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.acalib.2020.102220
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.acalib.2020.102220
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.acalib.2020.102220
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.acalib.2020.102220
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.acalib.2020.102220
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.acalib.2020.102220
https://doi.org/10.1108/BL-07-2015-0016


JLSC Volume 14, 1 

Source Citation Category Type of OER Motivation Institution(s) Geographic 
Location 

.org/10.1108/BL-07-
2015-0016 

Waller, M., Cross, W. M., 
Rigling, L. (2017). The 
Open Textbook Toolkit: 
Seeding successful 
partnerships for 
collaboration between 
academic libraries and 
university presses. 
Journal of Scholarly 
Publishing, 49(1), 53– 
65. https://doi.org/10 
.3138/jsp.49.1.53 

Curating 
Educating 
Funding 

Textbooks Support 
Faculty 

North Carolina 
State University 

United 
States 

Walsh, A. J. (2020). 
Removing barriers: 
Textbook affordability 
and OER at Sinclair 
Community College. 
Reference Services 
Review, 48(3), 385– 
396. https://doi.org/10 
.1108/RSR-03-2020-
0011 

Creating 
Curating 
Funding 

Textbooks Affordability Sinclair 
Community 
College 

United 
States 

Walz, A. R. (2015). Open 
and editable: Exploring 
library engagement in 
open educational 
resource adoption, 
adaption and authoring. 
Virginia Libraries, 61 
(1), 23–31. https://eric 
.ed.gov/?id=ED557205 

Creating 
Educating 

Textbooks Accessibility 
Affordability 

Virginia Tech 
University 

United 
States 

Woodward, K. M. (2017). 
Building a path to 
college success: 
Advocacy, discovery 
and OER adoption in 
emerging educational 
models. Journal of 
Library & Information 
Services in Distance 

Curating 
Educating 
Funding 

Textbooks Accessibility University of 
Wisconsin-
Milwaukee 

United 
States 
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Learning, 11(1), 206– 
212. https://doi.org/10 
.1080/1533290X.2016 
.1232053 

Xu, H. (2017). Library 
support for 
sustainability: Open 
education using 
learning objects, 
repositories, and open 
access principles. Texas 
Library Journal, 93(4), 
12–13. 

Creating 
Curating 

Learning 
Objects 

Accessibility Texas A&M 
University 

United 
States 
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