Towa State University, Horticulture Research Station

ISRF15-36

NTEP Kentucky Bluegrass Study 2015

RFR-A1517

Nick Christians, university professor
Dan Strey, research associate
Department of Horticulture

Introduction
The National Turfgrass Evaluation Program
(NTEP) conducts trials throughout the United
States on turfgrass adaptation. This trial was
established in September 2011 as a part of the
NTEP program. It contains 82 Kentucky
bluegrass cultivars.

Materials and Methods

The individual plots measure 5 ft x 5 ft and
the study is replicated three times. The plot
area is not irrigated and went through a period
of drought in midseason. Genetic color ratings
were conducted in June and quality ratings
were conducted monthly in 2015 from April to
October. Ratings are based on a scale of 9 =
best quality and 1 = lowest quality. A rating of
6 or above is considered to be commercially
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acceptable. In the case of color and
uniformity, a 9 is the darkest green color and a
9 is the most uniform turf.

Results and Discussion
Table 1 contains genetic color, spring
greenup, quality, and uniformity ratings for
the 2015 season. The mean quality rating also
was calculated for each cultivar. The genetic
color and uniformity data were taken in June
2015. The spring was cool and wet and
greenup was slow to occur. The season was
relatively mild, although there was a dry
period in midsummer. We will continue to
take data for one more year. The data also are
submitted to NTEP each year and will be
included in their yearly report with data from
all of the other states conducting this trial.
Their data can be accessed at www.ntep.org.
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Table 1. Data from the 2015 Kentucky bluegrass cultivar trial.
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Quality ratings'
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Table 1. Data from the 2015 Kentucky bluegrass cultivar trial (continued).

Genetic
color

Quality ratings'
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Shamrock
A01-1106
Midnight
Thermal Blue

W

AN AN AANNN NN NI AN N AN ND NN D

(o) Je RN BN e e Mo Mo e I e N e e e N e RN BN Be JEEN B cle) N e Nie Ne) Ne Sle N |

6

AN AT AT AT TN

[e XN RN B e N N He RN BN BN Be ) e N = RN Be R BN BN B N H o N BN RN BN B N NN BEN o N |

6

ENERNEEN BN e SN Bie) W) Wie i) SR N N e N e N e N N e BN - N e <IN o) We <l W) Nle ) Ne

6

[o) NN IeREN BN RN B BN BE N e N BN B BN Be) Ne SN e N B -BEN BN RN Be IR Be e SN BN

5

[o)}

(o N R * e NN B NN e ) BN B o) Sie Mo e e N e Yo e S N B BN BN Be) BN Bie) Wie) Sle) Se)

LSD 0.05

1

1

=il (=) Je) N Bie)Ne) Wie) o) Wie ) le e N B e

1

1

2

Il A2 BNV, RN Be ) NIV, IRV, o) We) SRV, B ) Sie) Se Nle NIV, e NIV, I ) N e NV, Bl e e e NV B e Y. le Ne ) Nie NNV, B V)|

[l Ko XREN RN BN Be) Wi e ) e N e Nl e N e e NN life ) We ) Se NN e ) lie Se N o NN BV =) BN e )Nt e) e N e)Y

NS

'Quality rated on a 1 to 9 scale with 9 = best quality, 1 = lowest quality, and 6 = lowest commercially

acceptable.
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