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Project Title: Painted turtle breeding colony

This year, we used an electric fence around turtle ponds to 
protect the breeding females and their clutches until the spring 
2026. Grass was cut to facilitate female nesting. We provisioned 
turtles in the turtle ponds, monitored nesting, and collected eggs 
to study sex determination during embryonic development in the 
lab. Additional nests were flag and monitored in situ. Hatchlings 
from some nests were sampled in November, and others will be 
sampled in the middle of winter and the following spring to study 
the molecular overwintering adaptations that enable painted turtle 
hatchlings to survive freezing temperatures during their first year 
of life.  

We have conducted turtle research at the Hort station for years 
and appreciate their support.

Table 1. Turfgrass quality data for Kentucky bluegrass (Poa pratensis) shade cultivar evaluation trial, in Ames, Iowa, in 2025.

Visual turfgrass qualitya

Cultivar April May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov.

PPG-TF 435 6.3 6.3 6.0 7.3 6.3 7.7 7.3 7.3

PPG-TF 500 5.7 7.0 7.3 7.3 7.0 8.0 7.7 7.7

21GPS7 4.7 7.0 7.0 7.7 8.0 8.0 7.7 7.3

SETF 409 6.7 8.0 8.3 8.7 8.0 8.0 8.3 8.3

23JWL 6.7 8.0 8.0 9.0 8.7 8.3 9.0 9.0

22LGT2 5.7 7.0 7.3 7.7 7.0 8.0 8.0 7.3

PPG-TF 437 4.3 6.3 7.0 8.0 9.0 8.7 7.7 6.7

PPG-TF 475 4.7 7.0 8.0 8.7 7.7 8.0 8.0 7.3

PPG-TF 539 4.3 7.3 8.0 8.7 8.3 9.0 8.7 8.0

PPG-TF 503 5.0 6.7 6.7 8.3 8.7 8.7 8.3 8.0

PPG-TF 399 4.3 7.3 8.0 9.0 8.7 8.7 7.0 6.7

PPG-TF 402 5.0 7.3 7.7 8.3 9.0 8.0 7.7 7.3

PPG-TF 404 4.7 8.3 8.0 8.7 8.7 8.7 8.3 8.0

PPG-TF 433 5.3 7.3 7.3 8.7 7.7 8.0 6.0 7.7

PPG-TF 493 5.0 6.7 7.3 8.0 8.3 8.0 8.0 8.0

PPG-TF 538 3.7 7.3 7.3 7.7 9.0 8.0 8.0 7.7

PPG-TF 540 5.7 7.0 7.7 7.7 9.0 9.0 8.7 8.7

PPG-TF 477 4.3 7.0 7.7 8.7 9.0 9.0 8.0 8.7

PPG-TF 541 4.7 6.7 7.7 8.3 8.7 8.7 8.0 7.0

PPG-TF 427 4.3 7.3 7.7 8.7 9.0 8.7 7.7 7.3

23HEG7 5.0 6.3 6.7 8.0 8.0 8.0 7.3 7.7

BGT2 5.7 7.7 7.7 9.0 8.7 9.0 9.0 8.3

RAD-TF134 4.3 5.7 6.3 6.7 8.7 8.3 7.0 5.7

RAD-TF146 5.3 7.7 8.0 8.0 8.3 8.0 7.7 7.7

RAD-TF147 4.3 6.7 7.3 7.3 8.7 7.7 6.7 6.0

RAD-TF136 5.3 8.0 8.0 8.3 9.0 9.0 8.3 7.7

PST-5LSM 4.3 7.0 7.7 8.0 9.0 8.0 7.3 6.7

PST-5CHWM 5.0 6.3 6.3 8.0 8.0 7.7 7.0 7.0

PST-5LOD 5.0 7.7 7.7 9.0 7.7 8.7 8.0 7.7

PST-5DFD 5.7 8.0 8.3 9.0 7.7 8.0 8.7 7.7

GLX Star 5.0 6.3 7.0 7.7 7.7 8.0 6.3 6.7

Knox 5.0 8.0 8.7 8.7 7.0 8.0 6.7 6.3

PST-R5HD6 4.0 7.0 7.7 8.0 8.7 7.7 6.7 6.3

PST-R5WG 5.0 7.3 7.7 7.3 8.7 8.7 8.0 7.7

PST-5EBP 4.0 6.3 7.0 8.3 8.3 7.7 6.7 5.7

PST-5CHR 4.0 7.0 7.3 8.3 9.0 7.7 7.3 7.0

PST-5CHW2 4.0 5.3 6.3 6.7 9.0 7.0 5.7 5.3

Daybreak 4.0 5.7 5.7 6.7 8.7 6.7 5.0 5.0

BAR FA 408 4.0 5.3 6.0 6.7 6.7 6.0 4.7 4.3

BAR FA 412 4.7 6.3 7.0 6.7 8.7 6.7 5.7 5.3

24FE7105 4.7 6.0 7.0 8.0 8.7 6.7 5.3 6.3

Xanadu 4.0 5.0 6.0 6.7 8.7 5.3 4.3 4.7

Bonfire 4.0 5.3 6.3 7.3 9.0 7.7 5.7 5.3

PPG-TF 499 6.0 7.0 8.0 8.7 7.3 6.7 5.3 6.3

PPG-TF 505 4.0 6.0 8.0 8.0 8.7 8.3 7.0 6.7

Easy Green 4.0 6.3 7.0 8.0 8.7 8.7 8.0 7.0

LSD (0.05)b 2.0 2.0 1.8 1.8 1.6 2.2 2.4 2.4

ªVisual turfgrass quality was determined by monthly ratings on a 1-9 scale (1=poor and 6=acceptable).
bMeans were separated using Fisher’s LSD.


