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PRIMARY TYPE SPECIMENS IN THE UNIVERSITY OP UTAa MOLLUSCAN 
COLLECTION 

ERNEST J, ROSCOE 

Chicago Natural Hiatocy Museum 

Cawoga of type material greatly assist taxo
nomila ln locating specimens needed for re
search. . Such catalogs are available for many of , 
me t.rger repositories, while the smaller muse
ums, including many of the college and univer
sity collectiODG, are often without such aids. In 
tboGe cues where there is no resident malacolo
pt it may be very difficult to ascertain what 
type material is held by the institution. 

Aldlougb not large (approximately 3,000 
i~ntified lou), the University of Utah mollusk 
collection ia an excellent local and regional 
colle~tion, particularly rich in material from 
tbs Great BAsin and Colorado Plateau sections of 
the United States. This list of primary types is 
baaed on notes made while I was assistant in 
cbarJe of the University of Utah collection from 
1946 to 1850. No cwatorial work has been done 
on the collection since 1950, aaide from trans
cription of the card catalog into ledger farm by 
abe wr11er ·in 1964. 

Ju of 1960 .• tbe type material at Utah was 
maintaiMd eeparately from the general collec
doQ. h il the po!lcy of the Zoology Depart
meat not to aend primary type material out on 
loan. Na~erlal may be examined at the iluti
,tution .. loquiriea ahould be directed to the Zo
ology Deplrtment. 

During the hllter part of my custody the mol
lusk collection was housed in a room on the third 
floor of the Biology Building, which room served 
as office for bOth myself and several other grad
uate stuclenu. Subsequently the cuea in which · 
the collection was housed were moved from this 
room to the corridor on the same floor. Thil 
necessitated pladng aome of the cabinets out of 
proper sequence. Brief examination of the col
lection in April 1961 revealed that there had 
been some shuffling of drawen in cena!n cabi
nets. Each drawer, however, ·u labeled aa to 
family and genera cont&ined therein. The type 
specimem were assembled together in one box 
in one of these cabinets. 

No attempt will be made here to discuss the 
validity of any of the listed taxa. Some of the 
synonymy 111 indicated in the "Check Lin of Re
cent UtAh Mollusca" by Chamberlin and Roscoe 
(Bull. Univ. Utah, vol. 39, no. 2, 1948), 

OREOHEIJCIDAE 

Oreobelix howardi Jonea 1944. Proc. 
Utah.Ac:ad. Sci., Arts and Lenera, 21: 61-66, 
9 figs. Cburcb Pork, .Mill Creek Canyoq, Salt 
Lue ~fl. Holotype and paratype. 
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PUPW.IDAE 

Pup1lh ston.erl Cbamberlill and Jouea 
1929. .Bull •. Untv •. Utah, 19 (4)·: :83-84, .fig . 

. 32. .Cedfl! Canyon, Cedar City, lroo Co. Ho
lotype, P«a.type. 

.Pupoidea eupleura Chamberlin and Ber
ty 1931 •. P.roc.~.•lal.,.Soc.. .w.a.ab .. ,·~:c'l .. ~& •. wen 
of Klll&'lllandl, Heary.Ma.; Wayne and Garft~d 
Caa. Ho!Otype, paratypea. 

PHYSIDAE 

Phyn Ullin& .Clend11980. :Occ •. P&~ 
Boetoo .Soc. Nat •. Hilt. , .5: :3,01 ~315, figs. l, .2. 
Braclliah apring, :Skeen's R&acb, ;PromoniOry 

. , .,olllt, Jk)x,. El4er Co •. P8fatype. 

. Aplexa microatriAta Chamberlin and 
Berry 1930. Bull •. Umv. Utah, -21(2): 1.,.7, 
Flah ~ •. kvi~ :co. .Holotype, paratype, 
and metatype. 

. PLANORBIDAE 

G y,r au 1 iu anne c una Chamhedin and 

• :-i 

Berry1933. N&ut., 47:.27-28, Pl •. 5, figs. 
.9-10. Pllocene depcalta, Collinatoo, Box 
Elder 'Co. .Holotype, paratypea. 

.G Y. raul us mono carlo a ·tu a ·Chamberlin 
a~ Derry 1983. Naut., ,.n: 27, .Pl •. 6, flp •. 7-
8 •. Plioeeu.e depoalta, Colllnl~ •. Box Elder 
Co. Holotyp:e, peratype. 

.CarlnJ.fex atopua Chamberlin aD.cs Jooea 
tm. lull •. Univ •. Utlh, .19 (4)': 168-16'7, .fig~ 
73 •. West ahore of Bear Lake near camp 
pounda north of Garden. City, .. Rich .Co. .Holo
type. 

V o .rt 1 c if e x la 1' u 1 Chamberlin and Berry 
1933. Naut., .47: :2tl-27, .Pl •. 5, fig. 5. .Plio
-cene deposita,. Collinatoo •. Box Elder Co~ Holo
type, paJatypes • 

HYDROBIIDAE 

PAludestrlna oa.na ChAmberlin aod Ber
ry 1933. Naut., .47 :.~-29. Pl •. 6, figs. 13, .14 • 
.Pliocene depo~i~, .ColliQiton, Box Elder Co. 
.Para type . 
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. , · ~:rOR'S NQTI, Aa me .author. t?f the prec!ding article points out, catltlopea of types held iJl 
>moua 1Dot1tutiima, ,enpe"ialiy those vith few such apecime111, are useful to warlws atteroptlngJO 
. locate ~ par~~ar typeJ~,atudy. -STIRXlANA ursea anyone in a.poaition 1D prepare sue~ a cata-
. Iosue'ic) •ubiliit It for, pubU.c&~tlon to its p-sea. The only requirement~ are 1hatthe ,Uat deala vidl , 

aon.•martoe,Mol,lwli::$ of tho Americe. and that it abould give th2 information mseded.to~·t~ the. 
m•terlal •.. ne Upiverlli ty of Otab catalog¥e mt;ht well be taken • a model. 
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