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REPORT Of THE CONCHOL~ICAL BRANCH 

For the Season of 1882 

To the Council of the Ottawa Pield·Naturalists' Club: 

The unde~aigned beg leave to report that in 
thia branch of the Club, nine members have 
been engaged in active work during the season, 
and that the researches made, (particularly by 
Mr. Latchford,) have been of a most thorough 
nature and have reaulted in· additions to the list 
of shells already recorded in this locality, and 
the dilcovfl'y of some which may prove new to 
Canada iuelf; of these, a list 1s appended in 
which all are mentioned of which the identity 
haa been proved without doubt. Descriptive 
notea of twenty·aeven apedea embraced by the 
family UnionidAe will be given by Mr. 
Latchford, in a paper Wl.ich he 1s preparing on 
that aubject to be read before the Club. 

H. B. SMALL, 
P. B. SYMES, 

Leaders of the Concholo· 
gical Branch. 

APPENDIX 

De 1 c r i p t 1 v e notea of shella found in the 

vicinity of Ottawa during the summer of 1881, 
not before recorded on the Club list: ·-

1. Amn1cola limosa, Say. This 
shell is abundant in ponds near St. Louis Dam. 
In Mr. Heron's collections (presented by him to 
the Ottawa Literary and Scientific Society,) it 
is marked "A. porata, Say." The true A. 
porata of Say b, however, quite a different 
shell; but !he A. po rat a of Gould is a syn· 
oym of A. 11 mosa, Say. The true A. 
p or at a Say 1s to be found in several lakea in 
Ottawa County. It is larger and more globose 
than A. 11m o sa, Say, to which it is allied, 
and has a more diatinct umbilicua. Its d1str1bu· 
tion too 1s more limited, being confined to the 
Northern States and Canada. 

2. Amnicola deciu, Haldeman. 
Specimena ofthh ahell have been found in Lea­
my'• Lake. lt haa the labium more appresaed 
than ln any o( the other spec:lea of the genua 
found in thia locality; the form too 11 more e­
longated, It waa found by Mr. Heron aubse· · 
quent to the publlcauon of hll liat. 
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.:;, . •matiopsis Cincinnatiensis, 
Lea. (Amnicola Sayana, Anthony.) 
A few specimens of this species have been found 
in Dow's Swamp. This is the first record of it 
having been found in Canada. This shell must 
not be confounded with Am n i co 1 a C inc in -
natensis, Anthony. 
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4. L i m n a e a me gas om a , Sa y . This 
) 

_beautiful and distinct.species was.first found in 
.Meech's Lake by Mr. Latchford, in September, 
1880, and a goodseries was secured during the 
past season. This species is the largest of the 
Lim n.a e ida e. In b~auty it is surpassed only 
by such exceptionally fine forms of L . s t a -
g n a 1 is as occur here in the Rid ell! Canal. L. 
meg as o_m a is easily distinguished from all 
other American species by its ovate form, thick 
shell, and rich chestnut-brown interior. Halde­
man has made it the type of his sub-genus B u-
1 i m n a ea. It is a northern species ranging 
from Vermont to Lake Superior, near which it 

·was first found by Dr. Bigsby. It was once a­
pundant in a pond on Nun's Island, in the St. 
Lawrence, opposite to Montreal, but of late 
years it appears to have become almost extinct 
in that locality. 

5. Limnaea lanceata, Gould.· 
Three specimens of this species were found by 
Mr. Fletcher, in Dow's Swamp in- September 
last; previous to thb no one but ~gU$iZ appears 
to have observed it either in Canada or else­
where. - As late as 1865, the date of Binney's 
monograph on the American Limn a e ida e, 
there was only a single spe::imen in the cabfnet 

·of the Smithsonian Institute at Washington. The 
locality of the shells found by Agassiz, and · 
named by his friend Dr. Gould, was "Pic Lake" 
to the north of Lake Superior. The shell of L • 
lance au is very fragile and slender. It not 
a little resembles L. {Ace 11 a) gracilis, 
Say. 

6. Limnaea caperata, Say, var. 

u m b ili cat a , Ad am s . By some authors 
this shell is regarded as merely a variety of L. 
caperata, Say; Adams, however,' with. 
others, claims that it is a distinct species and 
callsit L. umbilicata. AccordingtoBin­
ney, who. following Haldeman, favours the 
former view, "It is found along the northern tier 
of States to Michigan; has been quoted from 
l:.ouisiana; catalogued by Adams from Jamaica, 
and placed by Poey in the synonymy of L. c u­
ben s is , P fr . " It would appear, therefore, 
to be a very constant variety. if, indeed, it be 
not a distinct species. Adams acknowledges 
that it resembles L .. caperata, Say. but 
observes that in Say's species .. the aperture is 
but one-half the length {in "urn b i li cat a. it 
is three-fifths) the revolving lines are raised, 
more distinct and. "numerous, the umbilicus 
is rather less, and there is one more whorl." In 
this locality Say's species is abundant, but Ad­
ams' is very rare - only three specimens hav­
ing been obtained so far. They were. found 1n 
the Rideau River at the Rifle Range by Mr. Latch­
ford. They were sent to Mr. Tryon for exami­
nation and returned marked "L. caper at a, 
Say, var. umbilicata." 

7. Limn a e a em a r gin a ta , · Say . There 
once existed considerable doubt with respect to 
this variable shell and its identity with L. c a­
tascopium. Specimens in Mr. Heron's col­
lection bear the latter name. It is now, how­
ever, very generally regarded as a distinct spe­
cies. L. emarginata is a thicker, larger, 
and considerably wider shell than L. cat a-
s cop i u m . It is a common Shell near rapid 
water in the Ottawa and Ride.au Rivers; very fine 
specimens are to be found about a mile above 
B11lings Bridge. The true L . cat as cop i u m 
is less frequently found, being noted only from 
Brigham's Creek, Nepean Bay, and at the Chats 
Rapids, near Arnprior. 

8. Limnaea lepida, Gould. One of 
the most interesting additions to the list is the 
above named shell which ~as found in Meech's 
Lake by Mr. Latchford in September. The 
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naming of Mr. Latchford's specimen has been 
checked by Mr. Tryon and fou.nd correct. The 
specimen found differs from Binney's figure on-

. ly in the slighter convexity of its whorls. Its 
size is exactly that of the shells described by Dr. 
Gould,3/5inchby1/4inch. L. lepida has 
heretofore been found only in Oregon .. It is very 
rare. 

9. Physa gyrina, Say. This widely 
distributed species differs from P. hetero.­
stropha in having a more elongated 
spire and a less deeply indented suture. !tis 
found plentiful during the spring months, in 
ponds near the Canada Pacific Railway at Mech­
anicsville. 

10. A nc y 1 us parallel us, Haldeman. 
This fresh water limpet has been found in. the Ot­
tawa River and Rideau Canal, adhering to the 
submerged leaves of water. 

(page 59) 

plants and to other shells. Its favourite quarters 
are the inner sides of the valves of dead Unio­
nes and Anodontae, from which,. if dis­
turbed in the least, it is very difficult to detach 
them without breaking the shell. . This species 
has been observed in New York and the Eastern 
States, but its range is more restricted than that 
of An c y 1 us r i v ul a ri s. 

11. Zonites minusculus, Binney. 
A few specimens of this minute Helix were 
found by Mr. Latchford in Eardley, Que., in 
September, and it has been reported as found 
near Toronto by Mr. Brodie. It has probably 
escaped notice in other localities on. account of 
its small size. 

·• ..... 
12 .. Vertigq,~{:li~m·;·~·Gould. A 

single specimen.of this species:was found by Mr. 
Latchford in Billing•s Bush.. It is remarkable as 
being the smallest species of the genus . 

13. Unio.luteo,l'u~, · L.amarck. ( 1) 
14. c ados us, Say. 
15. occid ens, Lea. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 

'24. 
25. 

. 26. 
27. 

g r a ci:li s ; . Barnes. 
· pressi.is, Lea. 
. Ga n aden s i s., L e a . 
borea1is, ·A. F. Gray. 

A no ~ o ri t a· e de n .t u l'a , . Sa y . 

" s u bey lind r a<c e a , Lea. 
" s·ene9lctii', ... Lea. 
" ··~·L . 4 :·· -~~ ••• L -~~- . 
"·!• ewl-.51:1, e·a. 

,;I'. iwpjl~~:ara ... )ay. 
" F~oti·a·n.~. Lea. 

:·_.... . ;.· 

la~mr~ris, ·Lea . 
fragilis, Lamarck. 

2.8. Sph'aeriu~ truncatum, Lins-
1 e y . . This spe'cies resembles S. sec uris , 
Prime, andmightatfi~st sight be confound­
ed with that shelL·· It·differs~ however, in be­
ing much .less inflated, _less inequilateral, and 
lighter in colour: Its post margin is more near­
ly a straight line, giving the shell the appear­
ance of having been cut short - tr u n cat u m. 
This species· is found in the St. Louis · Dam 
pond. Unlike S . rhomboid e u m and · S. 
s u 1 cat u m , it is very active. Specimens 
kept in confinemerit;~~e al!riost always in mo-

. tion .. With .the syp~C?nal tube protruding behind 
they will extend the·:foot in front more than 
half aninch, attach.it to the side of the ves-., .. ··· · .. 
sel, and then. contracting it will pull the shell 
forward. By this means they move in every di­
rection with e.ase. 

.. .. 
( 1) In the original paper, items 13-27 are joined together by a long bracket with the notation." See 

Mr. Latchford's paper." 
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. Ottawa Field -Naturalists' Club, Plant Research Institute, Central Experimental Farrri, Ottawa, 
Ontario, Canada. 




