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cause of their wide adaptability and variety of uses. Chinese sugar
cane, identical with the black amber cane commonly sowed today
as a hay crop in Texas, was first referred to by the Patent Office
in  Report of 1854 as the “Sorgho Sucre.” This was the French

ame for a variety sent from northern China in 1851 by the
French consul at Shanghai. At the request of his government, the
Count de Montigny had forwarded a collection of plants, seeds,
and cuttings to the Geographical Society of Paris. The seeds
were sent to the director of the Marine Gardens at Toulon.

Accorc 1g to the accounts, only one cane seed of the entire lot
sprouted, and the survival of this plant was accidental. Such lore
is rather common in the early history of the migration of crops
into different lands. It springs, no doubt, from the fascination of
such stories of the chance survival and reproductive capacities of
plant life.

The Patent Office took an immediate interest in the rench
sorgo when it hear that the juice of the | nt could be processed
to make sugar, that three crops might be taken from the same
ground in one year, and that it could be used as a forage crop. The
French also had hoped that the new plant would superse : the
sugar beet in the production of suear and alcohol.

First Introductions—Credit for e introduction of the new
sorgo belongs to D.  Browne of the Patent Office. who brought
over from France about 200 pounds of the seed in 354. D. Red-
mond, editor of the Southern Cultivator, also obtained some of the
seed about the same time from the firm of Parker, White and Gan-
nett of Boston. He planted a few ounces in the spring of 1855 and
distributed seed from this crop throughout the South. Redmond

erefore claimed credit for introducing this cane into general
cultivation in the South.

Another claimant for the honor of having been the first to intro-
duce the cane to America was William R. Prince, head of one of
the leading seed and plant businesses of the time. Prince’s claim
that he brought the cane in a year before either Browne or Red-
mond is accepted by Peter Collier, in charge of sorghum experi-
ments for the Department of Agriculture during the 1880’s.

The Patent Office had about 175 bushels of the cane grown near
Washington in 1855, and in orted another 100 bushels from
Vilmorin in France. The American Agriculturist, a leading agri-
cultural journal in the North, assisted in disseminating the cane.
Its e or, Orange 1dd, distributed 600 pounds of seed in 1857
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the igh va ‘ys of America where other varieties did not succeed.
This is the first instance in e United States of plant introduction
for the urpose of breeding desirable qualities of the immigrai
into the ordinary native varieties. This Indian corn was crosse
with larger sorts to improve their taste and to hasten the time of
ripening. A Cuzco corn from Peru was obtained through Vilmo

of Paris.

Field Crops—Bald barley from Italy, giant rye from Englar
and various small grains from Polan Algiers, and the borders of
the I «ck Sea were imported for testing. Many legumes, forage
crops, and grasses were obtained. The problem of improvi
southern pastures continued to interest farmers throughout tne
nineteenth century. As with a great many plants, no details are
available about these importations. They were merely enumerated
and eir separate histories swallowed up in the experiments to
find better crops.

From Englan the Patent Office obtained a variety of trefc
or clover, a cow grass or perennial clover, the alsyke or Swedish
clover, a variety of red clover, two varieties each of Perennial Ray
Grass and fescue grass, Rough-stalked Meadow Grass, and Sweet-
scented Vernal. From Trance came two varieties of sainfoin : d
rape and specimens of Vernal, burnet grass, and spurry. A variety
of alfalfa was brought from Chile.

In 1857 Wendelin Grimm, a German immigrant farmer,
brought with him to Minnesota from Baden the valuable alf:
to which he gave his name. This hardy type occupied over 700,
acres in 1930. A wl e lupine from southern Spain an a yellow
lupine from Germany were imported for forage and soiling.

M. B. Bateham, editor of the Ohio Cultivator, called attention
to his importation of the alsike clover in 1839 from an agricultural
society in Scotland which in turn had received  from Swe n.
Like other farm papers, the Ohio Cultivator imported and dis-
tributed many field and garden seeds.

Vegetables—The Patent Office imported new varieties of peas
and beans from England, France, and Germany in 1854. Chick
peas and lentils came from Spain and France. Twenty-six varieties
of turnips came from Charlwood and Cummins of London with
the condition that they be distributed in every state and territory,
and a report published on the rest s. The variety names resem-
bled the descriptive names given to turnips by present day seeds-
men.
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Several varieties each of nearly two dozen familiar garden
vegetal s were imported from England, France, and Germany.
Irish potatoes were again brought from England and Germany.
The Chinese yam brought in from France was proposed as a substi-
tute for the Irish potato because of the potato blight then raging.
By 357 it was well adapted and proved to be a possible substitute
for potatoes. The Patent Office expected immediate adoption of
the earth almond, or chufa, imported from southern Spain as a
feed for cat :and hogs.

Opium—Import statistics were often used by the Patent Office
to prove that certain items should be produced in the United
States for the home market. One such suggestion was that opium

e produced to supply the $400,000 market in this country. A
variety of the common or Opium Poppy was distributed in the
South and proved easy to cultivate in that region. Directions for
cultivating and processing the extract were printed and the experi-
ences of growers related.

Liquorice roots were imported and distributed in the middle
and southern states to subply the $300,000 import market which
existed. The Report of 354 carried an article on the cultivation

d pr. aration of the plant, and growers reported successful
cultivation of the roots.

Grapes—The Pater Office printed long articles in support of
the current e erimentation with grapes. But failure of the
European varieues caused growers to turn to the native grapes.
Plant explorers were sent to Texas, Arkansas, and some of the
northern states in 1857-58 to collect cuttings of native varieties
for trial. Twelve thousand vines were ready for distribution from
both foreign and native stocks in 1858.

The possib ties of growing figs and olives in the South were
studied in 1859 an nerican const  were to procure seeds and
cuttings. Cork pro on would provide an auxiliary industry to
wine culture. Thus wine, grapes, figs, cork, and olive oil were
expected to become staple crops for the South.

Cork Oak—Acorns of the cork oak, an evergreen tree grown
commercially in Europe and Africa, were secured from France in

356 and from Spain two years later. The tree proved to to be adap-
table to the climate an soil of the southern states, and the acorns
were considered a valuable hog feed. It was also considered essen-
tial that America free herself from dependence upon foreign
sources for cork in the event that war might deprive the country
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of its st . Many of the plants failed to mature because they
had been aistributed indiscriminately, but those in the govern-
ment propagating garden grew successfu .

Other introductions of this period include the seedless pome-
granate of which 900 cuttings were distributed in 1859. Robe
Fortune sent camphor seeds from China. Seeds « the carob tree,
widely grown in Spain and southern Europe, were introduced
in 1854. The Persian walnut came from France. An article of
several pages containing information about the plant, and a long
article listing many other plants included in 1e Report of 1854.
Many j wnts introduced in ter years were first mentioned in this
report in an effort to arouse interest i 1eir cultivation and secure
cooperation from travelers in foreign  1ds in securing specimens.
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