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FOREWORD 

On July 2, 1862, in the midst of one of the darkest periods 
in our national history, Abraham Lincoln turned aside from 
the overwhelming problems confronting him to sign a bill 
which was fraught with incalculable potentialities and op
portunities for good in the nation's intellectual, social, and 
industrial life. This bill is known in educational history as 
the Land Grant Act of 1862. Its author and untiring champ
ion through five years of debate and struggle in Congress was 
Senator Justin S. Morrill of Vermont. The Land Grant Act 
of 1862 brought into being the great system of Land Grant 
Colleges and Universities, developed on a cooperative basis 
between the Federal government and the several states; it 
also brought into existence a new philosophy of education, 
national in scope, progressive in outlook, and peculiarly ap
plicable to the important new trends in American civilization 
which were taking form and substance by the middle of the 
nineteenth century. 

Senator Morrill was not a college graduate. However, he 
recognized the limitations in scope and outlook of the pre
vailing classical college, and he was convinced that it did 
not meet the nation's educational needs. He foresaw that the 
warfare of the future would be fundamentally industfrial and 
commercial and that the nation which would secure and main
tain supremacy• in this competition must be adequately 
trained for the work. 

No clearer or more convincing statement of the philosophy 
of this new education and its place in our educational system 
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can be found than in Senator Morrill's addresses in Congress 
during his fight for the passage of the Land Grant Act, and in 
his later utterances. He did not desire that the classical col
lege be superseded or in any sense retarded. flis interest was 
centered on a progressive, reasonable, and practical extension 
of the educational facilities of the nation. 

Speaking at the Massachusetts Agricultural College in 1875, 
Morrill said: 

"These Colleges were founded on the idea that a higher and 
broader education should be placed in every State within the reach 
of those who may choose industrial vocations where the wealth of na
tions is produced. The design was to open the door to a liberal edu
cation for this large class, and to offer not only sound liter~ry instruc
tion but something more applicable to the productive employments 
of life. The colleges were established on a sure foundation, accessible 
to every one, where all the sciences needful for the practical vocations 
of life may be taught, and where agriculture, the basis of present and 
future prosperity, may find troops of loyal and earnest friends studying 
its familiar and recondite economies and at last elevating it to the 
highest standards of intellectual attainment." 

In harmony with the philosophy and clear intent of the 
Land Grant Act under which it was established, the Iowa 
State College has for seventy-five years dedicated herself to the 
thesis that the education of young men and women in the pure 
and applied sciences and in the humanities is the most effec
tive means whereby modern science may become the con
structive instrument of man. Specifically, the College has 
devoted her thought, talents, and energies to the advance
ment of the agricultural, industrial, social, and spiritual 
resources of the Commonwealth of Iowa; holding steadily to 
her distinctive role and refusing to allow that role to become 
ill-defined. 

Doctor Ross has portrayed in vivid and scholarly lines the 
growth and progress of the Iowa State College, its origin, its 
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early struggles, its place in the State and in the intellectual 
world. The book is much more than the history of a single 
institution of higher learning. It is in essence the fascinating 
story of one of the most significant and far-reaching educa
tional movements of modern times. 

AMES, IOWA 

OCTOBER I, 1942 

CHARLES E. FRILEY 

PRESIDENT OF THE IowA STATE COLLEGE 
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