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In Case You Missed It...

From April 24 through 26, 375 MAC Annual Meeting attendees braved capricious
midwestern weather and descended on Kansas City, Missouri, for “The Syncopa-
tions of History.” April showers didn’t keep MACers from enjoying three excellent
tours of Kansas City repositories. Highlights included stops at the National World
War I Museum, Missouri Valley Special Collections at the Kansas City Public
Library, and the Marr Sound Archives at the University of Missouri—Kansas
City. Despite being a tad wet from the morning shower turned afternoon storm,
members were treated to a delightful ple-
nary session with speaker Chuck Haddix of
the Marr Sound Archives. Haddix detailed
how he used archival collections to correct
accepted errors in existing scholarship on
jazz legend and KC native, Charlie Parker.
Archival sound recordings complemented
his talk and rounded out a truly enjoyable
session. Attendees had the opportunity to ,
purchase copies of Haddix’s books at the  Plenary speaker Chuck Haddzx revenls

end of his talk before dispersing to attend  liztle-known facts about legendary jazz
saxophonist Charlie Parker.

the first sessions of the conference.

In a continuation of the mood set by the afternoon plenary, members left the
Westin for a festive evening reception at the American Jazz Museum in the heart of
(Continued on page 4)

Fall Symposium—Oral History, Archives, and Innovation

When the Federal Writers’ Project of the Works Progress Administration (WPA)
completed its program to collect interviews in 1940, the more than 10,000 oral
histories it had captured within the span of four years preserved a glimpse into
the compelling and complex history of the United States. The interviews filled the
pages of approximately 2,900 documents reconstructed from notes and memory
and included the recollections of a diverse array of men and women who had
lived through the Civil War, were surviving the Great Depression, had recently
immigrated to the United States, lived in urban and rural settings, and represented
a myriad of social, economic, and political viewpoints and experiences.' Since the
WPA, oral history interviews have been recorded on analog media, including
acetate discs, wire recordings, and magnetic tapes. As oral history collection
and capture transitioned to digital audio and video, archivists, historians, digital
preservation librarians, and other stakeholders had to reconsider new ways to curate
and create access to recorded life stories and experiences in an online environment.
Format obsolescence and differing budgets, staff, and resources make transcription,
preservation, description, and dissemination more challenging within an archival

(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 1)

the historic 18th and Vine District. Attendees were treated
to a one-of-a-kind Kansas City welcome in song as they ar-
rived by bus and were ushered inside to enjoy a delicious KC
barbecue dinner of pulled pork sandwiches, potato salad,
beans, and buttered corn. Exhibits at the Negro Leagues
Baseball Museum and American Jazz Museum were open
and available for viewing. An after-reception gathering was
held in the *

Blue Room
Jazz Club,
adjacent to
the museum,
where mem-
bers mingled
and enjoyed
live KC jazz s
long into LAC Cochair Jennifer Audsley Moore greets
the evening guests at the reception at the American Jazz
hours. Museum.

Thankfully, MAC attendees were not too tired from the fun
and camaraderie of the previous evening’s jazz extravaganza
to take advantage of the excellent and informative work-
shops and sessions offered Friday morning and afternoon.
Participants had a wide variety of topics to choose from,
ranging from sessions on increasing access to oral history
and exploring digital humanities, to the efforts of informa-
tion science students working with tribal governments to
create libraries and archives that better serve the unique
needs of their communities. Panels addressing digital
preservation, student training, and a lightning round on
archival administration and management completed the
morning. Truly something for everyone! MAC members
had the option of lunch out or indulging in brown-bag

MAC members do what they do best—eat, drink, and talk—at
the meeting reception.
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sessions on social media, outreach and marketing, and
MPLP for audiovisual materials. Sessions resumed in the
afternoon and included the first-ever MAC debate. Two
teams squared off in a modified Oxford-style debate on two
charged issues within the archival profession: political action
and volunteers. The votes declared the winners to be “no” as
to whether archivists have a professional responsibility to be
politically active, and “yes” as to whether the cost of using
volunteers outweighs the benefits—both sides presenting
good points and well-researched arguments. Perhaps this
will become an annual event! Closing out the afternoon
was the annual Member’s Meeting. President Amy Cooper
Cary updated membership on the status and direction of
MAC and, thanks to the generous sponsorship of UMB
Bank, three students were awarded monetary prizes in the
graduate student poster contest.

Left to right, UW-Milwaukee student Emma Cobb joins UW-
Madison students Rebecca Rodriguez, Lindsay Hillgartner, and
Robert Powers at the Vendor Fair.

Friday evening, members had a plethora of after-hours
activities to keep them busy. Lone arrangers gathered at
Pierpont’s Restaurant inside of Kansas City’s gorgeous
Union Station, which celebrates its centennial this year.
SAA’s Women Archivists Roundtable hosted a gathering,
and many others met with old acquaintances and
colleagues to enjoy an evening out on the town. The Local
Arrangements Committee hosted three restaurant tours to
favorites featuring the cuisines of Austria, Thailand, and,
of course, Kansas City barbecue!

Finishing the conference on a high note, Saturday packed
quite a bit of variety into a half-day of sessions. Panels
included preserving the LGBT history of Missouri,
applying MPLP to electronic records, and bridging the
gap between students, alumni, and archival collections at
universities. After a midmorning break that provided time

(Continued on page 7)
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to give the graduate student
posters another look, the
last sessions gave advice
on incorporating local
popular music collections
into archives, improving
the use of social media, and
learning how to operate
effectively as a contract
archivist.

The conference would never have been possible without
the hard work of the Program, Education, and Local
Arrangements Committees. A myriad of donors sponsored
all aspects of the conference, from tours and sessions to
the plenary and reception. Additional thanks are owed to
Debra Nolan and the staff of AMC for their dedication and
guidance during the planning process, as well as to the staff
of the Westin Crown Center Hotel for the excellent service
and accommodations provided. Special thanks go to our
generous donors: Bridgeport National Bindery, Bryan Cave
LLP, Dole Institute of Politics, Kansas City Area Archivists,
Kansas City Public Library, Kansas Historical Society,
Kansas State Historical Records Advisory Board, Kansas
State University Libraries, Klodt and Associates, Missouri
State Archives, National Archives at Kansas City, National
World War I Museum, Pony Express National Museum,
Spencer Fane Britt and Browne LLP, State Historical
Society of Missouri, UMB Bank, University of Kansas
Libraries, University of Missouri—-Columbia University
Archives, University of Missouri—-Kansas City Libraries,
and University Products.

And, of course, thank you to all those who attended and
made this year’s Annual Meeting a great success!

Scenes from the disaster recovery workshop, “Soot, Mud, and Mold.”

: sy

Left to right, President Amy Cooper Cary welcomes members
to the Annual Meeting, along with outgoing Vice President
Menzi Berndt-Klodt, Secretary Michael Doylen, and outgoing
Treasurer Daardi Sizemore.
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