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MAC Des Moines: “Decision 2020”
By Hope Grebner Bibens, Cowles Library

The S’s are silent, but Des Moines is buzzing! Presidential candidates and the
media are converging on Iowa, and this spring archivists will too!

Mark your calendars for MAC’s Annual Meeting, which will be held Thursday,
May 7, through Saturday, May 9, with preconference workshops on Wednesday,
May 6, 2020. The Des Moines Marriott Downtown will host the conference.
Right at the heart of the action, the Marriott is connected to the downtown
skywalk and provides easy access to a farmers market, sculpture park, Iowa
Cubs baseball, and the best crab Rangoon pizza!

The Local Arrangements Committee has selected the World Food Prize Hall
of Laureates as a reception site. Built in 1903, this structure originally served as
the Des Moines Public Library. Now, it has been restored into a museum that
celebrates those who have dedicated their lives to fighting hunger around the
world. It is a grand space overlooking the banks of the Des Moines River and
is only half a mile from the conference hotel.

(Continued on page 4)

The World Food Prize Hall of Laureates. halloflaureates.org.


www.midwestarchives.org

MAC NEWS—continued
Kyna Herzinger, Assistant Editor

Vice President’s Column
(Continued from page 3)

When you visit Des Moines or Indy or Madison, MAC
wants you to feel comfortable bringing your family if de-
sired and/or needed. A special task force has been working
diligently to investigate and develop recommendations to
ensure MAC meetings are friendly to parents and other
caregivers. We know that, often, members must delicately
balance responsibilities at home and at work and that
meeting attendance can be difficult to add to the mix.
To the extent that we can, MAC will do more to take the
caregiving needs of professionals into account as we plan
and host meetings. Look soon for special information in
the 2020 Annual Meeting program and blog about our
first steps toward more family-friendly meetings.

Finally, if you would like your community’s thereabouts
location added to our sketchy pizzeria map of future
meeting spots, let’s talk. I have more crayons.

MAC Meetings Overview

MAC’s annual calendar features two important opportu-
nities for professional development and networking. The
Annual Meeting, held in the spring, features 400+ archi-
vists and allied professionals in a traditional conference
format in large midwestern cities. The 2.5-day meetings
include workshops, concurrent sessions, a vendor fair,
tours, and opportunities for students and new profession-
als. In addition, the meetings feature social activities to
grow our community connections.

In the autumn, MAC organizes a 1.5-day Symposium
focused on a specific aspect of archival work. These
meetings draw 40 to 60 attendees and are often held in
smaller communities.

MAC is committed to promoting diverse, sustainable,
harassment-free, and family-friendly meetings and relies
on members to volunteer in the successful implementation
of all aspects of meeting planning. These individuals work
with a professional membership services firm that assists
MAC with core meeting activities.

4 MAC Newsletter * January 2020

The following meetings are upcoming:

2020 Annual Meeting: Des Moines, lowa
May 6-9, 2020
Des Moines Marriott Downtown

2020 Symposium: Indianapolis, Indiana
October 9-10
Indiana State Library

2021 Annual Meeting: Madison, Wisconsin
April 13—April 18

Concourse Hotel

You can view a list of MAC’s past meetings since the
beginning of the organization in 1972 at https://www
.midwestarchives.org/past-meetings. Recent meetings
are listed with their conference programs. Links to docu-
ments required by committees for planning and reporting
can be found at https://midwestarc.memberclicks.net/
meeting-planning--reports.

Between-Meeting Council Actions

On October 21, 2019, Council unanimously ap-
proved the appropriation of $1,800 for the public
information officer to design and purchase stickers
and buttons, pencils, jotters with pens, erasers, rack
cards, and postcards.

MAC Des Moines: “Decision 2020”
(Continued from page 1)

The Program Committee received many proposals and is
finalizing the program. In keeping with the experiment
started in Detroit, the committee plans to offer a mix of
traditional-length and shorter-length sessions to include
the greatest number of proposals possible. The committee
will be sending out a call for pop-up sessions—a first
for MAC, but one that fits perfectly with the “Decision
2020” theme!

The Education Committee has two preconference work-
shops planned, “Approaches to Workplace Conflict” and
“Introduction to Digital Preservation.” Stay tuned for
more details about tours and service projects. And feel
free to reach out to your Local Arrangements Committee
with any questions.


https://www.midwestarchives.org/past-meetings
https://www.midwestarchives.org/past-meetings
https://midwestarc.memberclicks.net/meeting-planning--reports
https://midwestarc.memberclicks.net/meeting-planning--reports

	MACNewsletter-v47n03_Part1
	MACNewsletter-v47n03_Part4

