





















































































































































































































































































































































Who Should Inherit the Land? 97

France. He was out planting potatoes as we
stopped along the road to talk to him. A veteran
of the first world war, he had served with the
English troops and could speak English very well.

““T'oo many small fields make a French farmer’s
life difficult here,” he told me. “Some of us spend
more time running from one small field to another
than we do working in the fields.”

Germany Has the Same Problem

On the walls of a German extension office I saw
before and after pictures of a land consolidation
project. One looked like a crazy quilt pattern.

“This is a map of land owned by different farm-
ers before consolidation,” I was told. “As you can
see, each farmer owns a dozen small tracts scattered
all over the countryside. We actually have cases
of strips of land so narrow the farmer can’t drive
his tractor down it without one of the rear wheels
running on his neighbor’s land. Now here is the
same communiy after land consolidation.”

I was then shown a map of farms in large blocks.
“Not only does it make the farm land more con-
venient and more usefully located, but the farm-
ers can now use modern equipment which was out
of the question when their land was scattered in
small garden sized patches, frequently far apart.
Of course, at first some farmers hesitated to con-
solidate their land because they felt that they had
taken better care of their patch than their
neighbors. Or they did not like to give up a


































































































































































Fig. 11—Brown Swiss cattle graze alongside a lake in Switzerland. In summer they
graze above the timber line. Grass, cows, and trees all make their contribution to a
balanced Swiss agriculture (Chap. 14).
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